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DISCOURSE . 


"FIRST, A 125 
Ecaſonbl Remembrance to Relapſed Perſons, N * TS 


SERMON. 


; Piaf wrought upon a ſelect Text of Hor r ScR1 PTURE; 8 


SHEWING, | 
The infetious Nature of Fornication, that Unclean and Damna- | 
ble Sin: How it defileth the Body more than any other wr 
(except Adultery, which is the greater.) Giving Proper and 
plain Directions to youthful Perſons and others to flee from it, 
Admonition to unclean Perſons to repent, Timely Caution to 
all to avoid it ; and preſcribing proper Antidotes _— it. 3 8 
SECOND, A 


SERMON_ 


Diligently wrought upon a choſen Text of Holy Scripts OY 
larged "with Proofs yy Arguments, „ 85 * 
ans in this Age. Reproving the Unthankfulneſs of thoſe who ; 
fit down to tand riok without aſking a Bleſſing, and, riſe 
from Table and depart without returning Thanks: to God. 
2 others i in a dutiful } Poine to mu Thanks to God? 
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Dearly Beloved, 


BESS KNOW not well, FR be 
uſual to write an Epiſtle to Rea- 
ders, for publiſhing ſo little a Work 
| as three Sermons z yet Jam wil. 
ling to do it very briefly, chat 
— J may make Apology for writing am 
Thing for the Preſs, modeſtly telling the Occa= 
cafion of it, which is chiefly this: Being grieve 
ed to hear, and know of ſuch an Increaſe of 
Fornication and other Sins, as 1 imagine doth 
far exceed the worſt of former Ages, for @ 
great Number of Sinners, and their e 
in committing that Sin, and yet not foregoing 
many others, that I am afraid, by this Time, 
the Sins of many Chriſtians cry aloud to Heaven 
A 2 for 


(ei | | 
ji Fengeance upon them, as did the Blood of 
- murdered Abel upon Cain. And if this Conta- 
gion amongſt us be not ſtopped or abated, by the 

| Grace of God, with good Means to be uſed, who 
| Anoweth whether it may not yet increaſe and de- 


——— — 


and worſe, But, I acknowledge, ſome Men may 


be ready to cry out, Hem, Vah ! that I ſhould 


imagine I can do any Thing to abate it or pre- 
vent its farther Growth : All that I can de- 
| fend againſt this Manner of Plea (if any will 
| wſe it) I can ſay, I hope the Grace of God is 
Sufficient to help one, as well as another, in a 


- 


| the ſame Advantage with a Giant in this, that 
| be may aim as high as be can, and look upwards 
| fo Heaven for Help, in whatſoever lawful: Work 
| he ts about to do, in the Name of God, or for 
his Glory, "Notwithflanding I chuſe to make my 
humble Addreſs to' my Brethren of the Clergy, 
becauſe I imagine that many of them are better 
' diſciplin'd, and more fit to write any Thing for 
| publick Uſe than 1: And, yet I hope they'll take 
it in good Part, that I am willing to do a lit- 
| tle "of the needful Work or Drudgery of this 
Ade; and hope, that this plain Piece may be of 
| Jome good Uſe and Benefit to the Vulgar ; and 
iy it chance to come into the Hands of ſome of 


—— 


them, as to incline them a little more than or- 
dinary 


file many Perſons in the viſible Church, worſe 


' right Cauſe, or Endeavour; and a Dwarf hath 


| them, may happily find this good Acceptance with 
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dinary to ftir up their own Pens 3 1 
Skill, and more accurately than 1 can ds mine; 

and in whatever good Methods they can, endea- 


-vour, by the Grace of God, to abate or 2 the 
Contagion I ſpeak of, for his Glory in te 


Church, and the eternal Happineſs of Mens Souls." 
I have written the 2d Sermon for two Reaſons : 


Firſt, To reprove a great Default, and ex- 
hort to better Duty, the more unthankful Sort 
of Chriſtians, who fit down to Eat and Drink, 
without aſring a Bleſſing of God, either upon 
their Meat or for themſelves (which is all one 
to be underſiood) and riſe from Table and go 
away without returning him Thanks, _ Fs 

Secondly, To admoniſh Chriſtians of better 
Behaviour, of their Neglect and Unthankfulneſs 
in Part, who do not give Thanks to God for 
their Drink when they drink, as well as er 
their Meat when they eat. 5 

The third Sermon is againſt prophane Swear- 
ing and Damning. 

Thus having intimated to my Reader what 
the Deſign is, the Work will inſtru him what 

exhort him to do. 

To whom I with Health and Proſperity in in 
this Life, and eternal Felicity in the Life to 
dome. | 
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SERMON TI. 


P- 
p. 


1 The firft Sentence of the Texi opened 
Compariſons made, how quickly and wakefully to fee © 
| Fornication, to eſcape the Infeftion of it, 


HE Preparatory Diſcour/e or Entrance, &c. | Ke 71 11 


ps 1 


The Fernicater cence be ſaved in his Sins. p- 15 6 16 
His great Privilege if he repent be may find Mercy. p. 16 to 17 
The Sinner admoniſbed and ſbewed how to pr 22-20% for 
Death. — — p-. 17 #0 18 
Directiam how to flee Fornication in the 8 of it. p. 18 to 21 
The Second Sentence of the Text opened. 
4 other Sins appear to be without the Body, bud * ei 
nication, and Adultery the greater Sin. 21 to 25 
The Third 2 of the Text op 
Fornicatiod /hewed to be a Sin againſt the Bod). p. 25 to 27 
| Adultery a deteſtable Sin, doing . Miſabiq. p. 27 10 28 
The Fornicator committeth Sacrilege againſt Chrift. p. 28 #0 30 
Reflection made upon the jad Conſequences of, &. p. 30 to 34 
Some Proper Antidotes againſt Fa: cation. p. 34 to 37 
SERMON IL 
* The Preparatory Diſcourye. — p. 38 60 41 
{t is @ Shame if any Chriſtians know no other End of | 
| Eating but to /alisfy their natural Appetites. p. 41 7 42 
An higher End of Eating diſcourſed of. P. 42 40 43 
Reflection made upon the profane Sort of Chriſtians, and 
Proofs for the Duty of giving Thanks compleated. p. 43 to 50 
The untbankful Pradlice of many Chriſtians reproved 2 
for not giving Thanks when they di ink p. 50 10 57 
The Duty of giving Thanks to God for Meat and Drink 
ought to be dome, even in Publick Houſes. p. 57 10 64 
2 he Silence of. Yuakert in this Duty reprowved, not giv. 
ing audible Thanks to God when they eat and Drink. p 64 to 66 
Ih Conc luſcon. p. 66 4 67 
8 ERM ON III. 
Truth by Tea and Nay treated on. — p- 67 10 77 
Hing and prophane Swearing prohibited p. 77 to 84 
| Damning and idle Wards confidered. p. 84 70 88 
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1 COR. vi. xviii. 


Flee Fornication, Every Sin that a Man doth 
ic without the Body: But he that committeth 
Fornication, finneth againſt his own Body. 


FF a Man had the Tongue of 

Angels, and a Heart endued 
* % with divine Wiſdom, tenderly 
0 * N pious, and ſagacious to diſeern 
every one of the numerous De- 
baucheries wherewith this Age aboundeth; it 
might be deemed neceſſary to lament for the 
ſcandalous Iniquities committed amongſt Perſons 
that be called Chriſtians; and that this neceſſary 
Injunction of the holy Apoſtle is fo baſely neg- 
Iefted and contemned by many diſſolute and utt- 
clean Perſons. And had he the Tongue of Men 
and of Angels (as our Apoſtle elſewhere maketh 


mention) they might be thought ſcarcely ſuffici- 


ent, being eloquent and ſonorous, to dehort 
and diſſuade from the many anclean Sins and 
Impurities frequently committed in this World, 
wherein true Chriſtian Charity ſeemeth al- 


moſt forgotten, or contemned by many diſſo- 
lute Perſons, to ſuch a Degree, that Debau- 


chery and Uncleanneſs make War daily againſt 
true 
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Perſons that unworthily profeſs themſelves to 
be Chriſtians. Tis too evident to be denied by 


-Cleanneſs, or Covetouſneſs let it not be once na- 
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te Chriſtian Zeal and Chaſtity, and ſeem 
to domineer and cry to Heaven for Ven- 
geance, for the numerous Impurities of many 


any faithful Man, who will open his Eyes, to 
ſee the depraved Faſhion of this World, and 
his Ears to hear of the many Adulterers and 
Fornicators amongſt Chriſtians in this Age. 
And yet much greater is the Sin and the Peril 
of Deſtruction to many of theſe impenitent Sin- 
ners, that they are grown ſo very audacious in 
their Sins, as were ſome of the wicked eus of 
old in theirs, (Fer. 6. 15.) that they are not a- 
ſhamed, neither can they bluſh when they have 
committed Abomination, ſuch ſhameful unclean 
Iniquities, as ought to be abhorred and deteſted 
with Chriſtians, and quite abandon'd from their 
Practice. Wherefore ſaith St. Paul in another 
Epiſtle (Epheſ. v. 3.) Fornication and all Un- 


r og er. 
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ed amongſt you, as becometh Saints. So terrible 
therefore is it to think of, that Perſons who are 
baptized into the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
have put on Chriſt by open Profeſſion, ſhoule 
defile themſ-lves with ſuch unclean Sins and 
Iniquities, as were ever odious to the Saints of 
God. And yet theſe unclean Perſons think to 
hold Commiznion with Chriſtians, and Saints; 


but how car they, being ſuch? And how can 
Saints 
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Saints forbear to lament for the Sins of this 


1 

Age? to perceive and know, that ſach unclean 

Y WW Iniquities as were ever accounted deteſtable 
o to Chriſtians, are now grown manifold, 

more numerous and common than ever they 
O Wh were in Time paſt. Therefore let all fajith- 
d fol Chriſtians now lament to ſee the Over- 
d ſpreading of ſuch groſs Defilement, as Forni- 
e. Wl cations, and Adulteries, ſo much increaſed. 
il WF amongſt them, and yet ſtrive and pray for 

che Converſion of Sinners, and be watchful 

r to keep themſelves unſpotted from the Adul- 
0 


teries of this ſinful Age. 


AN p let Fornicators, and other unclean 
Sinners, tremble to think, that they, who + 
once by the Merits of Chriſt, and the 
Means of his Holy Baptiſm, were cleanſed 
rom original Corruption, and numbered with 
his Saints, and made Heirs of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, have now forfeited their juſt Ti- 
tle and Claim to that holy and ſpiritual So- 


ire riety, by defiling themſelves with unclean - 
nd niquities, and are no longer ſound Members 
11Q f his myſtical Body the Church, but are 
nd Wecome as Heathens and Aliens to the true 


hriſtian Communion, and by making them 


to ſelves Servants of Uncleanneſs, Sin and Iniqui- 
s; ry, are Objects of his Wrath, until they be- 
can gin a new ſpiritual Life again, and they 
ints 


B ought - 


'_ others of the evil and Peril, that they may 
beware by the Harms of their unwatchful and 


f prime Directons of the holy Apoſtle, and by 


votes: conkatt 110 
ought to be excommunicated out oſ the viſible 
Church, and from the Number of Profeſſors, 
until there be ſome good Evidence of their 
unfeigned Repentance. Such Perſons being 


not only defiled in themſelves, but are a. very 
Scandal to Religion, an Offence and a Reproach MM 


to the whole viſible Church, and Society of 
Chriſtians here on Earth. And whoſoever 


will duly conſider the Depravity of this Age, 
and the numerous Sins of Uncleanneſs com- 
!; mitted among us (I judge) will readily ex- 
cuſe me for having made this Prelude to the 
Doctrine. 


1 ſhall proceed to open the Text, and ſhew 
the Nature of Fornication, of which, in this 


Treatiſe I ſhall confine myſelf to diſcourſe 
moſt chiefly ; preſenting this to my Readers, 
as a Motive, and the weak Endeavour of a 
Chriſtian, for a Remembrance to the ſinful and 


unclean Profeſſors of Faith; and to ſhew 


deluded Neighbours ; and if they will endea- 
vour, they may, by the Grace and Aſſiſtance 
of God, eſcape the like Harm, Evil and Shame. 
to themſelves, which is provided for, by the 


me defired and endeavoured for, by this pre- 
ſent Labour and Motive. ö RE 
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ier 0 three Parts, Serre 
tences, and Things tobe known, well obſerved, 
and one Thing to be done by all them who will 
be made happy; and that is the firſt, the holy 
Rule of Direction, Flee Fornication. There 18 
a brief, plain, and excellent Direction given in 
two Words, a Verb and a Noun, and cloſed 
with a full Stop, or Period, The Direction be- 
ing given, the following Sentences in the Text 
do only ſhew of what an evil and deadly Na- 
ture the Thing is from which we are to flee, 
withdraw ourſelves and eſcape. 


Tnvs hearing and remembring the Direc» 
tion of the holy Apoſtle, let every faithful, 
prudent, and conſiderate Chriſtian, be admo- 
niſhed to make a firm Reſolution within him- 
ſelf, to obey this Command, for his own eter- 
nal Health, to flee Fornication ; for at the 
ficſt it's very intelligible to every diſcerning; 
Perſon, that our Apoſtle repreſents Fornicati- 
on, as it's an unclean and deadly Thing, not 
to be touch'd or meddled with by any Chriſ- 
tian, bidding every Chriſtian flee from it, not 
to touch, come near, dally or company with 
it, much leſs conſort or join himſelf with 
Fornication, or Fornicators, but to flee from 
it, and from all Occaſions of it, and Incen» 
tives to it, ; 
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Bur, Firſt, we may 


Thing, full of deadly Poyſon, or threatning 


Death, we muſt make a ſpeedy, wakeſul, and 
quick- ſighted Eſcape from it; (to form a Com- 


pariſon hereof) we flee from a wild Lion, be- 


ing broke looſe, and wandering to catch his 


Prey, for fear of his mercileſs Paws and Teeth, 
leſt he ſhould rend us in Pieces, and ſlay us 
with preſent Death ; we flee from a Serpent, 
for fear of being bit with his venomous 


Teeth, or ſtung to Death with that deadly 


Sting, we commonly ſuppoſe to be in the 
Mouth of him ; we avoid the Poyſon of a 


human Fleſh, as many a poyſonous Thing is, 
either forthwith we flee from it, or elſe if 


it be any ſweet, ſlie and deadly Poyſon, to 


keep every little Part and Subſtance of it 
from out of our Bodies ; or if any known 
Venom, not to come to it, or elſe take Care 


to keep or with-hold every little Quantity of 


it from touching our outward Skin or Fleſh, 


THIS Carefulneſs is no more than com- 
mon Prudence for the Safety, Soundneſs, 
and Well-being of our Bodies. And indeed, 
St, Paul, in the Text, ſeemeth to have bor- 

rowed 


adler, that in the 
vulgar Senſe of fleeing from ſome hurtful 


Toad, the Teeth of a mad Dog, or any hurt- BI 
ful Thing beſide, that we know to have dead- 
ly Poyſon in it, and to be fo hurtful to our 


} 
N 
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30 
rowed his dimilitude, whereby to ſp * from 
Things hurtful and deadly to 1 — Nature; 
where he biddeth us Flee Fornication, a Sin 
both hurtful to the Bodies, and deadly to the 
Souls of Men and Women, With higheſt 
Reaſon therefore, and in pureſt ſpiritual Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge might our Apoſtle 1 injoin 
us, and admoniſh us to flee Fornication, but 
iF any demand and ſay, Shall we flee from it ſo 
ſuddenly as from a wild Lion, or from a hurtful 
Serpent, or avoid it as deadly Poyſon? I anſwer, 
EF Tis good to make as quick- ſighted an Eſcape - 
| from i it, or any the leaſt Practice of i it, or Perił 
Jof it, at any Time if we perceive ourſelves tobe | 
endangered by it, as from any of theſe hurtful- 
Things ſpoken of. But if any reply, and ſay, 
Wt cannot hurt us, if we neither deſite to dally 
ith it, ner meddle with i it, but Keep our Minds 
Elean and pure from all polluted Deſires, and 
our Bodies diſtant from all ſinful Practite or 
Touches of Uncleanneſs. I anſwer again, This 
Method of Practice laſt expreſſed, I grant to be 
Wright, and only ſuch pureDefires and Practice, for 
he Beginning of Fornication is much like the 
Contention and Strife that Solamon ſpeaketh of, 
(Prov. xvil. 14.) and well compareth to the 
letting out of Water, which if one would not 
ed, have it to flow more and more, they muſt leave 
or- Hoff before they meddle with it; and fo by For- 


ed nicatica, 
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ment, 
it ſhall become more bitter than any Gall or 


nien, in the Fire of Luſt, it will kindle and 
flame more and more, if once it be begun or 
meddled with; therefore 'tis beſt to flee and 


deſiſt from it at the firſt, as from a hurtful 


Serpent, or avoid it, as ſome deadly Poyſon, 
and not to meddle with it at all, or de- 
fire its Sweetneſs, which will rot in a Mo- 
and be turned into Bitterneſs ; 


Wormwood even to the beſt penitent Sinners, 
enſnared with it ; and to the Impenitent, 
its Sweetneſs ſhall be turned into the Bitter- 
neſs of eternal Death and Deſtruction. There- 


fore, here is abundance of Reaſon fully to 
anſwer the Form of Demand aforeſaid, and 
reſolve it, whether a Perſon ſhall ſo ſuddenly 


flee or deſiſt from the Fact of Fornication, as 
from the Paw of a wild Lion, or as from a 


hurtful Serpent, and fo carefully avoid it, and 
clean from it, as from deadly 


keep his Body 
Poyſon or Venom,. from his Skin, and will be 
throughly anſwered, if he will faithfully and 
wiſely tell me, whether the Soul or the Body 
of a Man is the more precious Part to be ſaved 


alive, and of longer Duration? For then will 
he fay, 


The Scul of Man is the more precious 
Part to be faved alive, and infinitely of longer 
Duration, paſt all our Conceptions to know, 


or Art to number the Years of Eternity, 
which have no End, And foraſmuch as the 
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Soul is the more precious Part of Man, and in- 

nitely of longer Duration than the mortal Body 
in this World; ſo let the Chriſtian, as much more 
earneſtly and intenſely, flee Fornication in any 
Time of Danger to be defiled with it, or de- 
ſtroyed by it, as he would flee from the Paw of 
a 'wild Lion, the Sting of a venemous Serpent, 
or as he would avoid Venom and deadly Poy- 
ſon, to keep the one out of his Body, and 
the other from touching the Skin of his Fleſh; 
becauſe the Things ſpoken of, hurtful to human 
Nature, can but only kill the Body with 
Death temporal ; but Fornication, a Sin againſt 
God, and againſt man's own Body, doth 
not only impoveriſh, ſhame, and bring the ' 
mortal Body to Affliction, but alſo it doth 
wound and ſting the Soul with Sin, the fatal 


Guilt of eternal Death, which nothing can 
prevent, remove, or eaſe, but the infinite 


Mercy of God, in Chriſt, pardoning and re- 
mitting ſuch deadly Sins to the truly penitent 
Sinners, for his own precious Death and Me- 


Tits Sake, that they may be cleanſed and puri- 


fied, before they depart hence, and be no more 


een; otherwiſe their Condition will be very 


doleful in the Life to come. See our Apoſtle 
proves the Certainty of this Truth in the ſame 
Chapter, leſt ſuch Perſons ſhould deceive them- 
ſelves (thro' his Preaching up Free-Grace in 
Chriſt) and think they may be ſaved in . 
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Fanieation . Uncleannefs. To prevent „ 


groſs and fatal a Miſtake, St. Paul affirmeth 
the contrary, ſaying, Be not deceived, neither 
Foerni catars, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
Effeminate, nor Abufers of themſelves with 
Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 
Drunkards, nor Revi hrs, nor Extortioners, 


Hall mberit the Kingdom of God, (1 Cor. vi. 


9, 10.) But the Perſon overtaken in the Sin 
of Fornication, and become unclean, hath 
only this noble Privilege granted him, thro” 
the Mercy of God, in Chriſt, and 'tis very 
— and let him think ſo of it, praiſe God 

and improve it; that if he now truly 


, 
— of his former 8 and amend his Life, 


be may be forgiven, be cleanſed, become a 
new Man, before he go hence, and be ſaved; 
otherwiſe there is no Sal vation to be hoped for, g 


or expected for him, for he cannot enter into 


the kingdom of God being a Fornicator, or 


an Adulterer, or a Sinner of any other kind 
but as a Perſon being turned from Evil to 


„ purified, and become a new Creature, 
when he hath quite forſaken his Sins, he may 


| be. cleanſed thro' the Blood of Chriſt, ſanctĩ- 


fied and made holy thro' his Grace and holy 


Spirit, herein then may he reply, Though 1 
have committed Fornication, I have one noble 
Privilege granted me, that the Man already 
Hain hath not; for his temporal Life being 

once 
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once loſt, he is not to be recalled to Life again” 


infinite Mercy 


# * 


to live in this World (though he ſhall be raiſed 
at the general Reſurrection) but I have been a 
Sinner, yet my Soul is redeemed, and I havea 
fervent Hope to live to Life eternal; I fay, 
praifed be God for this noble Privilege, by his 
; but yet let me admoniſh thee, 
Oh, Sinner! that canſt make this ſenſible Re- 
ply, to make ſpeed to thy Buſineſs of Repen- 
tance, and do not flatter thyſelf with vain 
Hope, that thou canſt repent when thou liſt, 
and ſin longer, and then repent and be ſaved at 
the laſt; do not think to mock God, whoſe 
Mercy alone muſt ſave thee, who haſt already 
made a great Mock of the Wiſdom and of 
the Commandment of God, and haſt once, 
twice, or oftner, damned thyſelf by ſinning 
againſt him; and now thou canſt no more re- 
pent, without his abundant Grace and infinite 
Mercy, to prevent thee from ſinning longer, 
call thee to Repentance, and help thee in that 
Work (to overcome thy Sins, and get Wiſe 
dom, thirſt after Righteouſneſs, and be ſaved) + 
than the Man that was ſlain by the Paw of a 
Lion can raiſe himſelf to Lite again, and live 
in this Life temporal to old Age: Therefore, 
repent now, at the firſt gracious Call from God, 
whether by his Word, his Spirit, or his Mi- 
niſters, or by all thefe Means he call thee, and 
pray for more Grace to ſoften thy Heart, and 
fave thee, ' AnD 


- Heaven, compared to the woeful Condition 


Day of my Death ; therefore let me make ſure 


neſs, and exrncitly pray 
don of all 


8 and taken hence to the Puniſhment of 


wiſe and humble, and dutiful now, to be puri- 


* 


„„ AG chat a Wow⸗ 
ad Times happy was the Condition of a Man 
ain by the Paw of a Lion, if he were cleanſed: 
from Iniquity, and ſaved, to live a Life eternal 


of him who is a lewd Fornicator, ends his 
Days here in that unclean Sin, to die the Death 
of eternal Puniſhment in Hell. Therefore, let 
the Sinner, at leaſt, aftex his Relapſe, remem- 
ber his Condition, repent, and imitate the Wiſ- 
dom of Jac, in b his Sons, Fecob and 
Eau before his Death: I know not the Day of 
ny Death, ſaid he, (the good Patriarch, Gen. 27. 

4.) therefare be called Rſau brs eln Son, &c. 


80 let the Sinner ay, 1 know not the 


to repent * my Fornication, and all Unclean- 
to God to obtain Par- 
my Sins, leſt Death ſhoul# ſeize me 
in this doletul Condition, and I bœtaffmed for 


Hell, But let me, who have been fooliſh, 
Wicked and prophane in Time paſt, become 


fied and cleanſed, to obtain the Bleſſing of Al- 
mighty God, whoſe Bleffing the good Patri- 
archs defired for their Poſterity, in the Name 
of the God of Abrabam, as we in the Name 
of ow CuRkisr, and 'God the Father, who 
have 


a havejuſt Cauſc to hope we ate of the Number 
an of his faithful Church; but let the Sinner” 
make ſpeed to repent, for he knoweth not the 
Day of his Death, — hoes. old, 
or of middle o_ x 


I ſhall take. Notice, and give ſome Di rectios 
how to flee F ornication, in the Cauſes of it, 
and. Incentives to it, and then cloſe this Firſt 
Part. | 


In the Cauſes of it, Men muſt” flee it, 
ſhun. it, and avoid it;: for there are divers” 
Cauſes of it, which if they are not firſt avoid-- 
„., will ka Ihenntires 60 beg wad 1 

Incentives be once unhappily kindled, they* 
will inflame the carnal Deſires and $enfuality- \ 
of Men, and eſpecially of Fouth; and then, 

if Vanity and Beauty be once made an Object” 
of the evil Eye, ſhould the Heart happily be 
pare: and! Rick yet the Fleſh, that inteſtine 
d treacherous Boe, being ready to yield to 
every Incentive to Luſt, like ſome ſoft rotten 
Wood, that-will take Fi ire at the firſt Touch, 
i- chere is abundance: of Peril of ſueh youthfül- 3 
Perſons falling into the Sin of Fornications: {- 
them beware; the Integrity of their on Hearts 
and the Grace of God is their Defence; yet it 
will be the ſafeſt Way for them inſtantly to 
N themſelves from the Preſence and”. 

| EY | Company ' 


Man or Woman, eſpecially as ſoon as they un- 
derſtand they be ſuch, even as they would de- 
part from — unclean Creature, as aforeſaid, 
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Lr the upright in Heart thus proceed, 

and they may reſiſt all Temptations to Fornica- 
tion, and be undefiled, but touching thoſe that 
are impure in Heart and Deſire, there is little 
Expectation of them reſiſting any Temptation 
to Sin, or eſcaping undefiled, for they be even 
ready to ſtand as evil Objects i in the Way of o- 
ftzhers, and tempt them to ſin: Therefore, Bleſ- 
fed are the pure in Heart (faith the Lord Jeſus) 
for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 8. But the im- 
pure in Heart are in mighty Peril never to ſee 
God to their Comfort ; therefore let them firſt 
repent of their polluted Thoughts and Deſires, 
and cleanſe their Hearts, otherwiſe they will 
never be able to eſcape Pollution in their Actions, 
* and become chaſte and clean Perſons: But this 
laſt Means diſcourſed is firſt to be done, and 
the ſafeſt Way to flee Fornicarton and Adultery 
is to flee it in the Cauſes thereof, ſuch are 
chiefly, impurity of Heart, inconſtant Deſires, 
a wandring Eye ; to which may be added, pam- 
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pering the Fleſh, gaudious Pride, or unſuitable 
Apparel, 


3 of unchaſte Perſons, of any Ser, 


and ſee they give not any Occaſion, or Provo- 
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| Apparrel, wanton and light Behaviour, er 


to beautify the Body too much, a way of fee 
ing to defile and ruin the Soul; all theſe ſaid 
Cauſes' or Things wall become Incentives or 
Provocations to Fornication, if not taken away; 
and thoſe which will not take them away, but 
uſe them, will appear to war in the Camp of © 
Satan and the World, as though they endeavout- 
ed to deſtroy themſelves, and ſome others be- 
ſides themſelves. But let them that fear God, 
alſo flee Fornication in all the Cauſes of it. 
Firſt, and chiefly, in the Defires and Intentions 
of their own Hearts; and then, Secondly, in 
the more inferior and external Cauſes of i it, fach 
I have ſpoken of by Name; and let them ob- 
ſerve a good and. godly Rule of Sobriety and 
Moderation in Eating and Drioking, avoid all 
Drunkenneſs, lewd and wanton Company, as 
the very wor! external Incentives and Temp- 
tations to Fornication and all Uncleanneſs; and 
when the Heart is firſt pare, or elſe cleanſed, as 
is directed, then ſhall their Deſires to all w_ 
be quenched and abated; and all lewd, 
fooliſh, light and wanton Company b | 
come unwelcome and diſtaſteful to thaip! b Af 
clean Hearts and chaſte Deſires, and notffiag 
will be pleaſing to their Fancies, but What is 
Pure and Religious; and at other Times fuch 
Behaviour and Diverſion as is quite harmſeſs, 
and innoceruly uſed; and then if a «To 
A * 2 tra 


tion { Wt el Way, or 6 Kiten them, 
they ſhall be able to reſiſt it with leſs Violence, 
more Eaſe, and leſs Peril to themſelves, 


Haring, in the Firſt Part, given my pre- 
paratory Diſcourſe, open'd the Text, and ſhew- , 
ed how to flee Fornication, as meet'to be done 
from the firſt Sentence of the Words. | 


£ 
On 
* 
by 
Y 
. 
y 


I proceed to the ſecond, and then to the third 
Sentence, wherein the holy Apoſtle ſheweth 
us the great Cauſe and Reaſon of his neceſſary iſ 
Injunction in the firſt Words; and when theſe | 
Parts are handled, according to the Meaning of 
St. Paul, I ſhall make ſome Reflections briefly | | 
upon the Evil Conſequences of that Sin, name- * 
ly, how it makes Way to many other great and 
deadly Sins, to follow it; and then preſcribe * 
ſome proper Antidotes againſt it. 


For in the ſecond Sentence of the Words f 

of the Text, he ſheweth a great and po ent Rea- © 

. ; fon, enough to dehort and difluade all conſide- t 
1 "Ys rate Chriſtians from that Sin. Thus, every Sin E 
i 8 © that a Man doth is without the Body, U12, 5 


every other Sin is more effectually done with- 
out the Body, than Fornication, which is im- 
bibed into the Body, and defileth in the worſt 
Manner, though the Body is the Inſtrument of 
every Sin, that the _ by Ditobedicgce, evil 


Pa 


* — 
Deſire, or Unwatchfulneſs Ugh cent ch. 


Jas Murther, Theft, Drunkennefs, and other 


deadly Sins: (which though moſt enormous E- 
vils) do not, as appears by this our great Apo- 
ſtle, ſo inlectiouſly adulterate the Bodyzas For- 
nication doth; therefore St. Paul gat with 
greateſt Reaſon againſt it, that we might de- 

claim againſt it, and abhor i it. | 


I ſhall give an Inſtance or two how. other 
Sins, or all other Sins, are more without the 
Body than Fornication and 'Adultery, before I 
* to the third and laſt Sentence in the Text. 
The Drunkard, we may know, doth baſely 
beſot himſelf, eſpecially. if he exceed in this 
din of Drunkenneſs, he abuſes the good Crea- 
ture of God, good for Man's needful Uſe, to 
refreſh his Body, and-preſerve Health and Vi- 
vacity; he abuſes his own Body, his Spirit and 
his Reaſon;, waſteth his precious Time in 
fooliſh and ſinful Ramblement, whilſt he ought 


to ſerve. God, and do the lawful Buſineſs of 


this Life; yea, he may waſte his Goods and 
Eſtate, be induced to wrong others, and open 
a Way to Fornication, Adultery, Theft, Mur- 
ther, or any ſuch greater Sins, by Drunkenneſs | 
and Exceſs, and he ſtandeth condemned to Hell, 
or excluded from God's Heavenly Kingdom, 
for being a Drunkard only, if he commit none + 
of the . or greater Sins Tpecified ; and he 
ei muſt 
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oft f fiſh in that Sin, if he does not repent, 
and amend his Life, and become a new Man. 
(1 Cor, 6. 10) Yet doth he not adulterate and 
defile the very Sap, the intrinſical Parts, and 
innate Subflance of his Body, as he that com- 
mitteth Fornication doth, who maketh his Bo- 
dy (which ought to be kept clean and holy, as 
the Temple of God) to become a joint Sub- 
ſtance and. Companion of Harlots, debauched 


; * Tar .Murtherer, which has not eternal 
Life abiding in him, but even forfeits his own 
Life temporal and mortal by his Fact of killing 
another, and Eterfal, by ſinning againſt God, 
who hath bona his Creature MAN, both 
by the Law of Nature, his holy revealed Law, 
aud the Dictates of his Conſcience, not to kil 
or deſtroy human Nature, whom he hath cre- | 
ated after his own Image, and given Life to 
Man: And, whoſoever (in ſuch Manner) /bed- IF | 
deth Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be Ml i 
red, Exod. 21. 12. Numb. 35. 30. viz; After i 
Juſt Proof of his wicked Preſumption and vio- e 
lent Fact, his Blood is to be ſhed by the Ap- Il I 
pointment, and Sword, or Correction of the f 
lawful Magiſtrate, Who! is God's Miniſter, and 
Executioner of his Will in this Cafe, to take 
ſuch a Perſon from the Earth, from amongſt 
Men, and force him to ſurrender his own Life 
Bl | for 


for the Life of him whoſe Blood he had ned; 


(25) 


yet doth not this cruel Sinner adulterate his ow] 


| Body with Defilement, as he that committeth 


— 


Fornication doth. 


Tux Thief, he ſtealeth, breaketh up Houſes, 
or robbeth on the Highway to ſatisfy his covet- 
ous: Deſire, to ſnatch away ſomething or other 
of his Neighbours, or other Mens Goods craf- 
tily, or violently ; he is a covetous Sinner, and 
tranſgreſſeth God's Commandments, Thou ſhalt 
not ſteal, (Exod. 20. 15.) He wrongeth and 
impoveriſheth others, and becometh guily of 
Death, for the great evil Facts, to be hanged, 
to be baniſhed the Land, ſtigmatized, whip- 
ped, or forced to repay double for ſome other 
Wrongs he hath done; and theſe Crimes are 
done with his Body, and by an evil Deſire of 
his covetous Mind, for which he is ſubject to 
ſuffer greatly, as was intimated; he forfeiteth 
his Life temporal for Wrong done to Men, and 
is condemned to die eternally for Sin againſt God 
if he do not repent of his Wickedneſs, and bes 
come a new Man; yet his Sins are without his 


Body, (tho* done with his Body, as with an In- 
ſtrument) and do not ſo intrinſically and innate- 
ly adulterate and defile his Body as the Sin of 


Fornication or Adultery to him that commit- 
teth; the like might be proved of any other Sin, 
as Lying, Swearing, Prophaneneſs, Extortion, 

| C 3 or 
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or Defraud, but it Sag. ſeem too tedious in this | 


Manner to diſcourſe, of every Sin, and ſome- 
what needleſs to ſhew more of the Truth of 
what this Apoſtle hath delivered, under Chriſt 
to his Church in the World, Therefore 1 
ſhall paſs to the third and laſt Sentence in the 
Text, wherein St. Paul clearly and fully ſhew- 
eth his Reaſon for giving that neceſſary In- 


junction, Flee Fornication, for in the middle 


Sentence, laſt diſcourſed of, he had (in à Senſe 
of Defilement to the Bod y) leſſened all other 


Sins to this of Fornication, is evidently the fol- 


lowing Werds, thus ſpoken, But he that com- 


mitteth Fornication, 


 finnech againſt his own Bo- 


ay; ſhewing hereby, that Fornication hath a 
deep Dye and Infection of Uncleanneſs to the 


Body above all other Sins : 


Therefore, flee 


Fornication, for he that committeth it, fin- 
neth againſt his own Body. And if we look 
to the Analogy of Reaſon why it is ſo, this 
Reaſon may ſuffice to deſcribe, to 
of the Defilement of Fornication, 'be- 
cauſe it is a Carnal and finful Tincture between 
Body and Body, a Conjunction of two OO 


followin 


fignify o 


defiliog each other at once, uncoverin 
Nakedneſs, and the Fountain of their 


Food: 


Therefore it's very eaſy to diſcern, that ac- 
to the Doctrine taught, and to be 
this Sin beſmeareth the Body with 
worſe Defilement than any other Sin, and 


cording 
taught, 


ERS. > as 


jo 
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hath 


| *: ee TT 
hath the moſt bitter and venomous Sting to 
the Body in the Mouth of it. This is ſound 
Reaſon, and we may diſcern it; but the Text, 
and other Sentences of the holy Scripture teach 
the Doctrine, and clearly evidence the Truth 
hereof. But this is much contrary to what 
the Sinners, delighted in this Sin, are ever 
ready to promiſe to themſelves, or imagine; 
namely, Whoremongers and Adulterers, whom 
God will judge, (Heb 13. 4.) For, I ſuppoſe, . 
moſt, or all of them- ſuggeſt to themſelves, in 
their carnal Fancies, and: perchance, by Satan's 
Temptation helping on, in this vain Conceit, 
they quite delude themſelves concerning this 
Sin, to think that it is one of the leaſt of Sins, 
and for committing it, they may eaſily be par- 
doned ; but, I fay, let them remember, ——_ 
now aſſured, it is their perilous Selt-deluſion 
that maketh them imagine, that Fornication is 
one of the leaſt of Sins. Therefore let ſuch ' 
Perſons beware, and repent now, underſtand 
their Error, and remove that vain and grounds - 
leſs Imagination from them, before they be 
removed hence to the Hell of Torments, to 
which all unclean Sinners are dedicated, and to 
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proved in the Chapter by St. Poul, 
9.) A Sin againſt the Body, more eſpecially 
Set any other Sin, proved by the Text, (1 Cor. 
6. 18) A Sin fo naturally deſtructive to the 
very Banns of Marriage (and no leſs oppoſite 


to the Deſign and Appointment of God in the 


Beginning to make the Man and the Woman 
one Fleſi by Means of Marriage) that this 
Sin, when committed by a Wife that goeth 
aſtray, to have carnal Dealing with another 
is the very Cauſe 
why he may (if he will obtain a Bill of 
Divorcement to put her away from him, when 


no other Cauſe in the World may be allowed 


of for him to deal ſo like an Alien with her, 
who, by the Appointment of God, and the 
Law of Matrimony, is one Fleth with him, 
(Mat. 5. 32. Gen. 2. 24.) And let any believ- 
ing Man but briefly conſider this, and then an- 


 ſwer me, Whether Fornication or Adultery, 


either of them, be any thing like the leaſt 


amongſt Sin? but rather like the greateſt, a 
very defiling and abominable Sin, that excludeth 


Men from the Kingdom of Heaven, defiles the 
Body, and maketh it a Servant of Corrupti- 
on; and Adultery doth in a natural Senſe diſ- 
ſolve the Bands of Marriage, and thwart the 


moſt wiſe Deſign and Appointment of God, and 


doth innumerable and inexpreſſible Miſchiefs 
beſide; 


eld + Men Toa} the Kin gdom of God: : 
(1 Cor. 8. 


r r / TIE $6. 


his Life; 


(age N 
beſide : for it is a Sin very obs and deteſta- 
ble, cauſing irreparable Wrongs, Hatred and 
Variance between Man and Wife, and in a 
Senſe ſeparates them, which by the Decree 
of God, and the; oft Law of Man, are made 
one Fleſh. And now let the Sinner think 
within himſelf, whether Adultery be not a ve- 
ry hateful and deteſtable Sin, and even whether 
it be not diabolical Deceit, and his ſtrong De- 
luſion, that maketh them imagine Fornication is 
but a little Sin, and ſo eaſily may be pardoned; 
yet would I not have him deſpair in the gteat 
Mercy of God, but to ſee the Guilt and Odi- 
ouſneſs of his own Sin, and inſtantly to amend 
for if he flatter bimſelf in his Sins, 
he muſt go to Hell, for he muſt never go to 
Heaven in the leaſt of his Sins. If any de- 
mand farther, and fay, Wherein is Fornica- 
tion a Sin ſo directly againſt the Body? I an- 
ſwer, It renders the Body (which God hath 
created a clean Veſſel of human Nature) un- 
clean, a Servant of Sin and Corruption; and 
notwithſtanding the Fall of Man by original 
Sin, Chriſt hath redeemed the Body and bought 
it for his own Worſhip and Service, to fave 
the whole Man, and afford him all good Means 
to become pure and holy; the Holy Ghoſt is 
ready to enter into and poſſeſs every loch Body 
of a Chriſtian, and ſanctify his Soul (if not re- 
nnen by din or or Uncleanneſs) and make his Body 
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_ the Temp 


(1385) 
| Temple to dwell in, to be ſet 
apart for the Service of God in Chriſt, St. Paul. 
clearly ſneweth this. Truth; once and again, in 


— Texts, (1 Cor. 3. 16, 17.) and following 


the Text, (1 Cor. 6, 10, 20.) having bid 
them flee Fornication, -&c. he immediately. 

ſubjoineth, What, hnow ye not that your Body 15 
le of the Holy Gho#, which is in you, 
which: ye haue of God, and ye are not your own & 
For ye are bought wi tha Pri ce; therefore gloni- 


fy God in your Body, and in your Spirit, whych 


are Gods. And (2 Cor. 6. 16.) he ſheweth, 
That the Bodies of Chriſtians are the Temple 
af the Holy Ghoſt; where, by, this good 
Knowledge, hw well dehorted them from the 
Worſhip and Pollution of Idols, as in that. fol- 
lowing the Text, from the Defilement of For- 
nication; but L ſay , and hereby, prove, That 
he who — F Pornication, maketh hisBa- 
dy (that: is redeemed and bought for the ſpecial 
Worſhip and Service of Chriſt). to become a 


Servant of Sin and Uncleanneſs, to be pol- 


luted with groſs Defilement, which ſhould be 
ſanctified with the Holy Ghoſt, and dedicated 
to the Glory. of God, as a Vaſlal of Honour, 
ſanctified and meet for his Service, (2 Tim. 2. 
21.) In the beginning of this Sin of Fornica- 
tion, therefore the Sinner doth commit a Sa- 


crilege againſt Chriſt, by robbing him of the 


Wonaur and Service of his Body, that he hath 
redeemed 


redeemed and bought with his p 


Men, by — Truth, Man or Woman, they 
ſo 


W 
precious Blood. 
Secondly, He ſinneth againſt his own Body, by 
making it (which was prepared for Sanctifica- 
tion, Honour and Glory) become a Servant of 
Sin, Satan an Corruption, ſubject to Slavery, 


Miſery, Shame and Death. For (I wot) it's 
very evident hereby, that according to St. Pauls 
Demonſtration of this Matter, (1 Cor. 6. 9.) 
Fornicators ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 


God; except they come to true Repentance, 


ohfain Pardon, thro? the infinite Mercy of God 


in Chriſt, be cleanſed, purified and ſanctified. 
athly, (Having now handled the Text, and 
the Doctrine in the ſeveral Parts; ſpoken of 
the deadly Nature and Sting of Fornication, 
ſufficient to ſhew. the Neceflity of Repentance 
to all ſuch Sinners to be ſaved.) I ſhall reflect 
a little upon the deadly Conſequences of this 
Sin, whichare three other deadly Sins, -chiefly, 
iſt, Lying, zd, Swearing falſly, 43d, Murther, 
and yet not theſe alone, but it maketh Way to 
many other Sins. But, Firſt, Lying, which 
is a deadly Sin; for the Liar is ſtraightway de- 
dicated to the burning Lake of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, (Rev. 21. 8. 22. 15.) And this deadly 
Sin doth very often follow the Sin of Foinica- 
tion; for when the Perſon overtaken in Forni- 
cation, can no longer hide it from the Eyes of 


have in them ſome of that excellent and inge- 
| | nuous 


nuods Knowledge that God hath put into the 
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Hearts, and - interwoven-into the very Nature 


|. . all Men, to be aſhamed of ſo unclean a Sin; 
and this Knowledge i is much improved amongſt 
, Chriſtians by his holy revealed Word, and his 
common Gifis and Meaſures of Grace, though 
| © this good Knowledge is baſely abuſed and cloud- 
ed, when | Perſons commit Fornication, yet 
when told of.it, or attack'd with it, they are 
apt to be aſhamed, and would avoid the Shame 


and bodily Puniſhment by Lying and covering 


their Sins; but indeed they make them much 


more heinous, by denying their Facts with Lies. 


' "2dly, or farther, many of the baſer Sort of 
ttheſe deluded Sinners, are apt to be worſe and 
worſe to themſelves, who want the true Fear 
of God, and wrong their own Souls more and 
more, and ſwear wickedly that they have not 
been guilty of ſuch or ſuch a Deed, as the 
x" FI they are reputed to have been guil- 


of. Alas! alas! poor unwary Souls! wicked 


* — prophane Men! what will become of them 
in the End hereof? All this muſt be accounted 
for before a juſt God; and this is not the Way 
to make the beſt End of one unclean, fooliſh 
and inconſiderate Action, but to add another to 
it, no better, but as often as the Lie, or the 
falſe Oath, or both, is reiterated again or again, 
the Sin is doubled; and folded up to a condenſe 


- Thickneſs, Alas! alas! as if ihe either knew 


not, 
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not, or regarded not, that God Almighty i is privy. 


to all this Evil, he ſeeth into their Hearts, and 
heareth their Words, and they provoke 16893 
more and more to Wrath, who cannot endure to 
behold Iniquity, yet nothing leſs than ſpeedy 
Repentance and his infinite Mercy and Pity can 
avail to ſave them. And yet, zdly, To theſe. 
Sins, Iniquity is not ſeldom greatly heightened 
by Murder, Murder in ſeveral Degrees, to pre- 
vent the Shame of Fornication, and yet ſome- 
times to compleat Iniquity as the Conſequence 
of Adultery. The firſt Sort of Murther that is 
done, to prevent the Shame of Fornication, is 
tranſacted by Means of Poyſon in the Bodies of 
Harlots, after their unclean Conceptions, to cauſe 
Abortion ; ; and this ſeeming the loweſt Degree 
of this Sin, yet cannot be deemed leſs than a 
Sin of Murther, either in preventing Life, or - 
deſtroying it as ſoon as it hath received Being in 
the Fruit of the Womb. The ſecond Sort is 
the Murther of Infants baſely begotten, as ſoon 
as they are born, or any way ſoon after, to hide 
them from publick Notice ; but many of theſe | 
Sinners are known and brought to — 
and Puniſhment, and the firſt Sort are as viſible 
to the Eyes of God, and ſtand obnoxious to his 
juſt judgment, who will bring their hidden 
Wickedneſs to light, and if not repented of, 
condemn them for it. 


ther 1 here ſpeak of is commonly cauſed by 
Adultery ; 


D 


'The third Sort of Mor- 9 


got Dominion over the Hearts af the Adulterers, 
caufing them to hate their Husband or Wife, and 
love ſome other, and ſeek to deſtroy the wrong- 


ed Perſon : Ohl terrible Beginning is Adultery 


or Fornication, not only a deep Pollution to the 


Sinners, but of moſt perilous Conſequence we. 


ſee, making Way to other deadly Sins; apd let 


good Chriftians lament for the Sins of this Age, 
and be watchful, and look to themſelves, not to 


conſent to the dcing any unclean Sin, or conſort 


with any others in the common Tranſgreſſions. 
Nou Fornication ſeemeth to me to be the reign- 
ing Sin of this degenerate Age ; therefore let all 


that have Grace to call upon the Name of Chriſt, 
and can perceive the deep Pollution and dead- 
ly Conſequences of it, take heed to avoid it, and 
cConſider, that for the Plenty of wholſomeInſtruc- 
tion, and holy Doctrine, our Land which might 
have been a general Habitation of holy Saints, 
is thus, as we perceive, at preſent defilgd with a 


moſt unknown Conflux of a great Number of 
unclean Sinners amongſt Chriſtians ; and if any 


other Sin amongſt us can equal this of Fornica- 
tion, for its increaſe and Frequency, more is the 


Pity, and no leſs the Odiouſneſs or Infection of 


this, but nearer and more obvious are we to the 


juſt Indignation of Almighty God for the Sins 
of this Land in general, and to every ſuch Sin- 


ner amongſt us in particular, may it pleaſe God 
to 


Adultery | ; when this Sim is ripe, and Satan bath. 
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ta call them to a ſpeedy and unfeigned Repen- 
tance. Having reflected briefly upon ſome great 
evil Conſequences of this Sin of Fornication I am 
willing, 5thly and lav, to preſcribe ſome pro- 
per Antidotes againſt it, and then conclude. 
The Direction I gave at the Cloſe of the Firſt 
Part, how to watch againſt Fornication, and 
avoid it, was ſuch as I muſt beg Excuſe to re- 
tract ſome part of and enlarge, becauſe Pureneſs 
of Heart was intimated to be, and abſolutely is, 
the only ſure, and I ſhall here term the firſt 
Antidote againſt Fornication ; therefore let the 
Heart firſt be cleanſed of all polluted Thoughts 
and Deſires, and ceaſe to muſe upon any Sin or 
impure. Action, much leſs deſire or entertain 
Thoughts to commit any ſuch Action, ſo ſhall 
the Heart, the chief Agent in Good or Evil, be 
prepared to reject, and not embrace any foul 
Object of Uncleanneſs, or Temptation to Sin, 
The ſecond Antidote againſt Fornication and all 
Uncleanneſs is to exerciſe or continually uſe a 
good Rule of Moderation and Sobriety in Eat- 
ing and Drinking, avoiding all manner of Drunk- 
enneſs, and pampering theFleſh, withdraw them- 
{elves from all lewd,debauched and wanton com- 
pany, and let the Body be cloathed in ſome man- 
ner, as belt conſiſtent with Modeſty and De- 
Naency, and reject all Manner of Pride in all 
Parts of it. 3dly, Let youthful Perſons, and 

all others who are any way inclinable ta this 
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Sin, keep their Eyes from wandring upon vain 


and ſorry Objects, which are apt to preſent I P 
themſelves to Peoples View, when they walk 1 
abroad, and are amidſt the great Stage- play of 
Vanities and Tranſactions in this World; and 1 
let them keep a ſteady Watch over their own t 
Heart, and that with all Diligence, becauſe ſl ** 


that out of it are the Iſſues of Life, (Prov. 4. 
23.) 4thly, For a good Remedy againſt Forni- 
cation, or Adultery, let them always remember 
the Commandment of God. Thou GHalt not 
commit Adultery, Exod, 20. 14. Or let this at 
firſt and ever be remembred by every one that 
feareth Lim, and hopeth to ſee him hereafter to 
their eternal Comfort; for, for this Cauſe hath 
he given us this Commandment, to keep and re- 
ſtrain us from this damnable Sin; and moſt 
impudent and wicked is the Perſon, that doth 
perfectly remember this Commandment of God, 
and yet will commit Adultery or Fornication in 
his Sight and Preſence, and provoke him to 
Wrath , for the Pangs of Hell Fire ſeem to be 
the moſt ſuitable Lathes for his Pride and Impu- 
dence. 5thly, To avoid this Sin, let the Sinner 
remember, that if he commit it, God Almighty 
ſhall more perfectly ſee and behold him in his 
cloſeſt Retirement, or the moſt condenſe Grove 
or Place he can contrive to hide himſelf in, and 
his Sin from the Eyes of Men, than the World 
could tce him upon a Theatre in the Market- 
place, 


their Hearts, and bring them to repentance, 


6.37 3 718 
place, or in the midſt of a plain Field. 67h, 
Let a Man or Woman avoid Fornication, to 
keep themſelves undefiled Members of Chriſt's 
Body, his Church, but let them know, that if 
they commit that Sin, they Sin againſt Chriſt, as 
was proved, and ſacrilegiouſly rob him of the 
Honour of their Bodies, that he had redeemed, 
and make them Members of an Harlot. Hear 
once more the Words of St. Paul in this Point, 
(1 Cor. 6, 15.) Know ye not that your Bodies 
are the Members of Chriſt ? Shall I then 
tate the Members of Chriſt and make them 
the Members of an Harlot ? God forbid, And 
ſo let us ſay, God forbid, ſuch an Indignity be . 
done by us.) They fin againſt their own Bodies, 
that ſhould be ſanctified, and be a Garment for 
the Soul in Heaven and Happineſs, being to be 
raiſed to Life eternal, but making them Servants 
of Uncleanneſs, is to make them ſubje& to 
Death and Miſery ; and the Sinners that know 
theſe Things, and yet will commit Fornication, 
are doubtleſs moſt audacious and obſtinate Sin- 
ners, and are obnoxiaus to a Judgment that lin- 
gereth not, a Damnation that ſlumbereth not. 
May it pleaſe God of his infinite Mercy to turn 


before Judgment overtake them it their State 
of Uncleanneſs. 


To conclude, if all other Means be too weak . 
to avoid Fornication, prevent burning in Luſt, 
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and ſerve to keep their =, chaſte and * 2 


Let this ſuffice, That every Man have bis own. 
Ys, and every Woman her own Huſband, (i Cor. 


7. 2.) But if any Perſons that have not the Gift 
of Continency, cannot marry, let them ſubdue 
their Luſt by victuous Means, 
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1 Co R. x. 31. 


Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or what ſoe ver 
ye do, do all to the Glory. of God, 


E cannot poſſibly imploy our Thoughts 
better, than well to conſider and per- 
ceive how happy ſhould this World be, if theſe 
moſt Chriſtian and holy Directions were duly 
obſerved and followed, in Compariſon to what 
it now is, where theſe Directions are much ne- 
glected and violated. How well would this 
exrthly Region, an Habitation for Men in the 
Body, reſemble the heavenly Reſt, a Dwelling 


* — of God, for all happy Souls, to eternal 


Ages, where their whole Employment, we may 


ſuppoſe to be, to give Thanks and Praiſe to 


God, and their perfect Happineſs compleated 
in Sight and Fruition of him. And in this, let 
us conſider, that foraſmuch as we hope to be 


happy. with God in the Life to come, and 
we 


„ 


. 
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we know · not how ſoon it may be commenced, - 
that our whole. Buſineſs ſhall be to praiſe and. 
adore him in Heaven, it is meet we ſhould 
love to employ ourſelves to worſhip him, and 
give him the Glory in this Life in Earth; and 
if otherwiſe we do, if we live a prophane and 
unholy Life here, and die in a filthy or ume- 
8 State, let us remember we (ball be mi 
ſerable and inglorious for ever and ever, Theres, 
fore, I judge, we will aptly perceive and ae 
knowledge, that very neceſſary, good and rea- 
ſonable are theſe DireCtions. of our Apoſtle, in- 
joyning us to dedicate all our Actions in this 
Life, here in Earth, to the Glory of God. We 
Men, his peculiar Creatures, who have a | 
Hope to be wholly imployed in the next Life. 
in Heaven, to laud and praiſe God for ever and 
ever, with moſt conſummate J oy and Glad- 
al in ourſelves, in that happy State of eternal 
Glory. 

Tuis being firſt conſidered, I ſhall Ranis 
the Words of the Text in ſome regular Method, | 
which are an Inference or a full Concluſion of ; i 


e Chapter wherein he hath taught us 
— to uſe our Chriſtian Liberty inoffen- 
ſiwely, and for the edifying and good of each 
other amongſt us: But I ſhall confine myſelf 
in this Treatiſe to diſcourſe of the Words of the: 
Text only, the which, in our general Senſe;. - Wl 
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command us to do all our Actions to the Glory 


of God, the higheſt Object of our Worſhip and 
Adoration; but I ſhall ſpeak of the two firſt , 


Actions ſpecified ſeverally in particular, and 
then of the remaining Part of the Words 
{whatſoever ye do, èxc.) in a general Senſe, 


Firſt, How we ſhould conſecrate our Eating 


to the Glory of God. 2dly, Our Drinking, 
which ſeemeth no leſs regarded by St. Paul, in a 
particular Senſe, than our Eating, injoyned to 
be done to the Glory of God, by praying for 
a Bleſſing upon it, and giving Thanks for it; 
therefore it ſhall be a great Part of my Care 
and Buſineſs, in this Diſcourſe, to explain how 


the Action ſhou'd be done to the Praiſe of God, 


whenſoe ver we drink; and to reprove a great 
Fault or Neglect that moſt or all we Chriſ- 
tians are notoriouſly guilty of, that cloſe with 


our Drink all on ſudden, as Beaſts with their 


Water, and do not give Thanks to God for it, 
or aſk a Bleſſing upon the Action; and admo- 


niſh to the Remembrance of better Duty tor 


the Time to come, 
May it pleaſe God to 


proſper the Deſign ; 


4 for, I doubt not, it is our manifeſt Diſobedi- 
ence and negledt of this Duty that maketh Way 
ſor other Sins, and tempteth God to let us fall 


into ſuch Errors, Fooleries, Sins and Iniquities, 
at Times when we drink, as we ſeldom or ne— 


ver do when we eat. 


| Anſwer ſome Objections 
that 
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that may perchance be made againſt the right 
Practice of giving Thanks to God in Publick 
Houſes; and then, zaly, to the general Senſe, 
Whatſoever ye do, do all to the Glory of God; 
and conclude, 

As touching the firſt Action ſpecified in 
the Text, which we are commanded to do 
to the Glory of God, is to eat in ſuch Man- 
ner as to do it to his Glory ; this is the chief 
End to be defired by the Action to be per- 
formed ; for when we eat, we ſhould not eat 
to ſatisfy our carnal Appetites only, and 
ſtrengthen our weak and trail Bodies, which 
yet is a lawful End and Deſign of cating, 
and for which End God hath created all 
Kind of Creatures for Man's Food, and al- 
| lowed him to eat thereof; and this, I ſup- 
pole, is moſt or all the End and Deſign that 
the prophane Sort of ignorant Men have 
or deſire by their eating; which, yet, I ac- iſ 
knowledge, it is a great Shame to expreſs, 
that any Men that call themſelves Chriſtians, 
ſhould not both know of and defire a more 
excellent End alſo, ſo plainly taught by our 
Apoſtle and great Teacher of the Gentiles, 
to eat as he directeth, and to have their Meat 
ſanctified to them by Prayer, (: Tim. 4. 5.) 
| Yet we have ſome Example of Practice, fit 

for Imitation, fince Chriſt and his Apoſtles MW 
were upon Earth, of Meg that do not only 
oY cat il 
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of God ; for the more confiderate and better 
learned Sort - of | Chriſtians of all Denomina- 
tions (except the People called Quakers) 
have under ſtood and dcknowledged the more 
excellent End to be fought by eating in ſuch 


Manner as to give Praife to God the Creator 
bf all good Creatures, to aſk a Bleſſing upon 
| their: Meat, and pray 

receive it, and fit and able to 


to be made worthy to 
glorify God, 
and ſerve. him in the Strength of it, which 
Manner of Knowledge and Practice includeth 


the whole Duty to be learned by St. Paul in 
Hl to do' 
it to: the more excellent End, as well as the 


the Text, fo fer as concerneth cating, 


inferior;*-and, 1 judge, no Chriſtians will 
doubt It is the-right Way to obtain a Bleſſing 
to themſelves; and hereby are his good 
Creatures ſanctified and made lawful and 

to be received for their common Uſe, 
and needful Refreſhment, when they aſk a 


F 'Blefling upon them in bis Holy Name, ac- 
knowledge that he created them, and gave 


them for their Uſe, and give him Thanks 


| for them as often as they eat and receive them 
into their Bodies. 


And (praiſed be God) the 


Labour is much eaſed he made leſs in this 
\ - Firft Part, by the Practice and Example of 
5 obedient and thankful Chriſtians, - 


And I 
ſuppoſe 


eat, as 1 bitirmated of ſome, for Refreſhment 
but alſo in ſome Degree to the Glory 


ſoppoſe 1 zeal not. arefcribe particular Forms 
of Words to my Readers, whereby to give 
Glory to God when they eat, that they | 
will gin of themſelves in a great Meaſure 
what to ſpeak, or Na leaſt by Directions al- 
ready given in lictle Books, wherein 
Forms are L to young Perſons and 
others what Words be fuitable h ſpeak before 
and after Meat: Yet I ſhall add a few in the 
End of this Sermon. | 
And, Secondly, how to glorify God in the. 
Strength of their Meat, as in their whole 
Lives, that they muſt 64 by all . good 
Means, and practice at all Times; but they 
will not expect to hear all theſe particular Di- 
rections of me in this Treatiſe, wherein I 
put them in Remembrance how. to eat and 
drink to the Glory of God, but have no far- 
ther Buſineſs or more to a to the conſiderate 
and well- read Chriſtians in this Part; but 
come to reflect a little upon the prophane 
Sort of Chriſtians amongſt us, who either do 
not know, or do not ſeem at all to regard 
that St. Paul hath taught them, to eat to the 
Glory of God. And how can they ſuppoſe 
they eat to the Glory of God, ho cloſe with 
their Meat in a Moment, as the Ox with his 
Fodder, without ever a Word of Prayer, for 
| E Bleſſing upon it, or an acknowledgment that 
they receive it of God, as his free Gift, and 
bountifub 
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bountiful Goodneſs to them; and aftet they 
have eaten go away from the Table to their 


ſeveral Labours, Diſcourſes, or Diverſions, 
and ſeldom ſpeak a Word of Thankſgiving to 
God for their Meat and Drink? I fay, how 
can they think this Practice is any wiſe con- 
formable with St. Paul's Direction, yes, Apoſ- 
tolical Command, to eat to the Glory of 
God? Surely they cannot ſuppoſe they con- 
form themſelves to it at all, and yet they 


5 profeſs themſelves to be Chriſtians ; but, 


alas! What a total Degeneracy of Practice 
is here in this Action from their Profeſſion, 
who in this thing behave themſelves very 
much like the Beaſts of the Field when they 
eat? If they anſwer me nay, they act like 
rational Men in their ſeveral and reſpective 
Duties in the World, and honeſtly alſo, 
though they do receive their Meat without 
the Ceremonies of Prayer and Thankſgiving. 
I anſwer, I am not diſparaging their Perſons 


that God hath created, nor denying them to 


have the Reaſon that he hath given them, to 
difference them from irrational Creatures ; nor 
do I deny but they may be civil and rational 
at Times when they eat, and be alſo juſt and 
honeſt in their worldly Buſineſs, but I am 
ſhewing them their great Neglect of Duty, 
their prophane and unthanktul Behaviour at 


es of Eating, that they do not eat to the 


Glory 
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Glory of God as they ought to do; but in 


Eating without Thankſgiving, they reſemble 
the rude and irreverent Behaviour of irrational 
Creatures, (doth ſufficiently appeat,) foraſ- 
much as they can eat and drink, and work, 
and increaſe and multiply upon the Earth, 
and ſhew forth the Power of God in their 
Creation and Preſervation, in ſome ſilent 
Manner, to the Eyes of diſcerning Perſons, 
and are very good in their Nature for their 
proper Uſes and Services in this World ; and 
foraſmuch as very Heathens being rational 
and civiliz'd Men, have manifeſtly acknow- 


ledged a Deity in their Actions of Eating and 


Drinking, and have uſed to give Thanks for 
their Meat and Drink, and have gratefully 
owned a Worſhip due to God the Creator of 
Meat, and worſhipped in the beſt Manner 
they could deviſe; and may not even Rea- 
ſon ſtrongly argue and demonſtrate to the 
moſt ignorant Sort of them that profeſs Chriſ- 
tianity, that there is many Thanks due to God 
the Giver of all good Things, who daily feed= 


eth them, cloatheth them, and ſuſtaineth_ _ 


them; and that they ought to render ſome of 
thoſe many Thanks due to him, at every 
fuch Time as they do immediately receive of 
his ſpecial Gifts, even when they eat and 
drink? Do not we commonly bear an Ac- 
knowledgment of Good - will, and offer ſome 

E | Thanks 
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Thanks to any 


LU 


mediately receive ſome conſiderable good 
Gift from him? Much more owe we hearty 


Thanks to God who giveth us all the good 
Things we receive; and when ſhould we pay 


thoſe due Thanks for Things needful to our 
Bodies, but ' whilſt we live in this Life, and 
when we immediately receive them? And 

at all other Times ought we to acknow- 


ledge his bountifal Goodneſs gratefully, and 
keep his Commandments, Again, Do net 


we know that he hath made us Men, his 
peculiar Creatures, and hath created all in- 
ferior Creatures beneath us, in Knowledge 
and Make? And given them for our Uſe and 
Service, ſuch are Corn and Fruits, Wine and 
Oil, Sheep and Oxen, the Beaſts of the 
Field, the Fowls of the Air, the Fiſhes of 
the Sea, and what not that is good for our 
Food, Uſe, and Service? And many of theſe 
are flain for our Food, and forced to ſacrifice 
their Lives to pay us the Homage, Honour, 


and Service that God hath given them to do 


for us, and made them to ſerve us as ignorant 
bond Slaves; and for this Reaſon, we his 
anore excellent and peculiar Creatures, whom 
he hath made for his own ſpecial Glory, 
knowledgable Worſhip and Service, ſhould 
not fail to give him Praiſe and Glory, when 


we receive his Creatures in ſuch Manger as 


— — — — — — — 
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liberat Perſon When we im- 


* 8 
to eat and drink them. This conſidered, is“ 
enough to make us conceive, that though all 
ſuch his Creatures be given to us to ſupply 
all our Needs and Neceſſities, and to fatisfy- 
every Appetite and Deſire of our Nature, yet 
they ſhall not be bleſſed and ſanctified to our 
Uſe to receive, eat and drink, waſte and con- 
ſume them, merely to ſatisfy our carnal Ap- 
petites, when we give not Praiſe and Glory, 


to God for the Uſe of them; but only ſo, 


and not otherwiſe than as St. Paul ſheweth 


us, they are ſanctified even by the Word of 
God and Prayer, is every Creature of God 
clean to us under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
if it be received with Thankſgiving (1 Tim. 
iv. 4. 5.) There was a Word of Dona- 
tion, by which he gave the Creatures to 
Man; there is a Word of Benediction, by 
which he bleſſeth them for his Uſe; and 
there is a Word of Promiſe, by which he 
upholdeth them (in the beſt Manner with a 
Bleſſing) even to thoſe that ſet not their Af- 
fections upon them, but ſeek heavenly 
Things fr and moſt chiefly; yet are they 
to receive them with Thankſgiving, and to 
aſk a Bleſſing with them, is to fit them to 
receive it, otherwiſe they have not his Pro- 


miſe to receive his Bleſſing to themſelves, © - 8 
who receive his Creatures unthankfully; | 


neither do they render any of that Honour 
E 2 and 
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ö 
and Praiſe that is due to God for the Gift, 
Uſe and Benefit of his Creatures, who re- 
ceive them without giving of Thanks; there- 


fore it ſeemeth very unſafe, as well as un- 
thankful; for how can they expect to receive 
the Bleſſing of God with his Creatures, who 


eat aud drink without Thankſgiving, being 
injoyned to eat and drink to the Glory of 


God ? | 
I hall compleat my Proof, and ſtrengthen 


my Argument for the right Chriſtian Practice | 


taught in the Text, by that moſt illuſtrious 
Example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ano- 
ther of St. Paul his Apoſtle, enough to come 
mend the Practice to any faithful and conſi- 
derate Chriſtian; for we find the Practice of 


_ Chriſt in the Goſpel evidently ſpecified, that 


before he ſat down to eat, at his own come 
mon Table on the Graſs, at which he fed a 
Multitude with his owa Bread, till all were 
filled, where he did a great Miracle, by fa» 
tisfying ſo many with a little Food ; but this 
is all to ſay, that I now moſt chiefly Inſtance, 
he gave Thanks for the Bread, and the reſt 
at the ſame Time, before he brake it to be 


eaten (Mat. 14. 19. Mark 8. 6.) And by 


this Practice and pure Example he hath com- 
mended the like Practice and Duty to his 
Followers (I ſuppoſe) is neither denied or 


gainſayed by any O Chriſtian, Likewiſe St. 
Paul 


moreover, in Preference to this, that Rea- 


joineth the Duty to be done as expreſt, and 
the Examples lately mentioned commend- 
ing the Daty to us, are very notable; 
therefore I- ſhall (without a Reiteration of 


(49) 
Paul being very hungry, after fourteen Days 
faſting in the Ship, took Bread and gave 
Thanks to God for it in the Preſence of 
all the Company, before he did eat thereof 
(AFs 27. 35.) agreeable to his Apoſtolical 
Command to others, to eat to the Glory of 
God. It is evident enough, that it is our 
Duty to learn and acknowledge that there 
is Praiſe and Glory due to God for cre- | 
ating and giving us his good Creatures” 
for our Food and Nouriſhment, that we 
aſk a Bleſſing with our Meat, and give Thanks 
to him for it; to do otherwiſe, ſeemeth abun- il 
dantly irrational, and too brutiſh and unthank- 
ful for any Chriſtian's Practice. 

Having in the Firſt Part ſhewed it to 
be highly reaſonable that we ſhould ren- 
der Thanks to God for temporal Gifts, by 
ſuch I mean, all kind of Creatures created 
for our Uſe, and given for our Food; and 


ſon argueth for this religious Practice, the 
Holy Scripture with divine Authority en- 


what was argued- in the Firſt Part, and 
directed how we ſhould eat to the Glory MW 
of God) proceed to the Second Part, to ſhew- 

E.3; | how 


1 (50) 

how we ought tc 
God, for I may adyenture to argue this 
Second Part upon the full Proof made in 


Things already inſerted, foraſmuch as it's 


eat to the Glory of God, and irrational 
and unthankful to do otherwiſe ; the ſame 
will be proved and ought to be argued 
concerning Drinking; for this Aſſertion, not 
recalling in my former Proofs cited, I only 
appeal to the plain and perfect Words of 


1 4 N . * - — E PS + - * — a 


ve eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all 
fo the glory of God; where Eating and 
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End, if we but mind the Grammar Senfe of the 
Particle or, it doth not join eating and drink- 
ing together as one particular Action, as we 
commonly ſpeak of them when we eat and 
drink at a ſet Feaſt, or a Meal, and do both 
before we riſe from the Table, for then 
ve join the Actions together with a Con- 
junction Copulative, and ſay, we eat and 
*® drink, and the Words wherewith to aſk a 
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| return Thanks, may well be judged fuf- 


to drink to the Glory ß 


the Firſt, without a new Rehearſal of the 


highly reaſonable, and purely religious, to 


the Text: For, {faith our Apoſtle) Whether 


Drinking, as two particular and notable Ac- 
tions of Life, are ſeverally ſpecified, and all 
other Actions whatſoever included in the neu- 
tral Subſtantive guid, to be done to the ſame 


Bleſſing with our Meat and Drink, and to 


ficient 


#6. © 2... AC AT. te 


thankful Cuſtom hath unhappily defraude& 


Ibe unthankful ; conſider, are not many Con- 


ſhould we not give Thanks to God for 


ficient to be the ſame for the one as the other, 
and to be ſaid before and after we receive 
God's Creatures Meat and Drink, but this. 
doth not compleatly fulfil an Obedience to 
the Apoſtle's Injunction in the Text; for at 
many Times we eat, and give Thanks to God 


for it, and at many other times we may drink 


when we do not eat, and we often expend 
more Charges and waſte more of God's Crea- 
tures when we drink and do not eat, than when 
we both eat and drink at one Time or Meal; 
yet I am fo far from commending this Practice, 
that I would gladly diſſwade Men from it, and 
admoniſh them to drink with much Mode- 
ration; but admit we drink ſoberly and diſ- 
creetly, and expend no more than is con- 
venient, is there any Reaſon we ſhould not 
give Thanks to God as well for our Drink. 
as for our Meat, ſo doing that Action to his 
Glory ? Surely none at all, but as an un- 


us of our own Benefit, and a great Privi- 
lege herein, and enſlaved us to Sin, and to 


ſtitutions refreſhed more with Drink than 
Meat, at ſome Times of Thirſt, or any 
Weakneſs of Body, or any Indiſpoſition 
thro* inward Heat? And have not many 
of us been ſo at ſome Times ? Why then 


his 


9 
his good Creatures when we drink and do 
not eat ? there is no Reaſon ſhould hinder 
us, Therefore St. Paul ſeparateth Eating 
and Drinking, and maketh them two Actions, 
in ſuch a good Senſe that neither of them 
be done unthankfully, but in ſome Degree 
to the Glory of God, by acknowledging 
his bountiful Goodneſs to us, and giving 
Thanks to him for his Gifts: Vbetber ye 
eat or drink (faith he) do all, &c, im- 
ploying the Disjunctive aut, or, ſo called in 
Grammar, and. uſed to ſhew the Separation 
of Perſons, Actions, or Things. To In- 


the Author ſpeaks. with it elſewhere, di- 
viding Perſons and Things (1 Cor. 3. 22.) 


World, or Life, or - Death, &e. 
Perſons 
Particle or; ſo St. 


ſo dividing 
ames (in his 2. 15.) 


of daily Food; and implieth in the next Verſe, 


depart by ſome who ſhould give them Relief, 


one from another ; and the Copulative Con- 
junction and, to join Words and Sentences to- 
gether. 


ſtance the Scripture Uſe of it, and ſee how 


Whether Paul, or - Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
and Things by this Disjunctive 
If a Brother or Sifler be naked and deſtitute 


That if either a - Brother or Siſter, equally the 
one as the other, in ſuch Condition, be bidden 


and giveth them nothing, it dath not profit 
them, And thus the Particle or, is ever and 
anon uſed to diſtinguiſh Perſons or Things, 
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gether. In this underſtand, that when we 
eat and drink, both at one Meal, one ſhort” 
Prayer, aſking a Bleſſing of God with our 


Meat and Drink, and one Returning 


of 


Thanks for Meat and Drink then received, 
may well be thought ſufficient to act as a 
Chriſtian ought to do, and agreeably to St. 
Paul's Teaching; nevertheleſs at any other 
Time when we eat, or drink and do not eat, 
we ſhould remember God the Creator and 
Giver of our Meat and Drink, and give 


him Thanks for the fame, 
may 


whereby we 


offer ſome Glory to him, otherwiſe 


our Practiſe in this Duty is not well con- 
formable to the Apoſtolical Command in the 
Text, is manifeſt, Furthermore, I may appeal 
to your own Knowledge, that Drinking at 


any certain time, when we eat not at all, is 
a very proper and lawful Action, 
Man having Need is refreſhed and ſtrengthen- 

Jed, and thereby God ſhould be thanked and 
praiſed for this Benefit, who hath 
him his good Creatures to drink. 
| * what is the Reaſon that we do not 
obey 
give Thanks to God for our Drink as well 
as for our Meat? It is evident we are in- 
joined to do when we drink, and do not eat 
at the ame Time. 
upon our Drink like irrational Creatures, 


whereby 


given to 
I demand 


the Command of holy Scripture, and 


And why ſhould we ſeize 
ſuch 
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(54) 
fuch as the Horſe or Ox, which run to their 
Water and ſeize upon it, and drink only to 
quench their Thirſt, without confidering 
who giveth it? Indeed this is all that is re- 
quired of ſuch Creatures, But we that are 
endued with Reafon and Knowledge, and 
taught how to be religious, Wiſe and Holy, 
ſhould always at every ſuch time as we receive 
his Creatures into our Bodies, lift up our 
Hearts to God the Giver of them, and thank 
him for his Gifts, If a Friend in Company 
but Hand over a Glaſs of Wine to any of 
us to drink as a free Gift, we judge it 
reaſonable to return him Good-will or thank 
him for his Kindneſs ; and cannot we judge it 
abundantly more reaſonable to give Thanks to 
God who reacheth forth his bountiful Hand 
to ſatisfy the Deſire of every living Creature, 
and giveth us Wine and variety of other Li- 
quors to drink ? But much ſaperceding our 
Reaſon, his divine Word in the Text teacheth 
us to do this Action to his Glory; and why 
ſhould we not do ſo? For except any can ſhew 

ſufficient Reaſon. that we are exempted 
from our Obligation to the Apoſtolical Com- 
mand, it 1s beſt to confeſs quickly that we are 
guilty of a great Default of Duty, and are 
unthankful to God, Therefore let us amend 
our Ways, and become more thankful, even 


the beſt of us, who do give Thanks for our 
5 Meat, 


and Plea for many 


Meat, but not for our Drink, at Times of 

Drinking; and yet much more need have the 
worſt to repent for their Uathankfulneſs, 
who, though they are not made like irrational 
Creatures, a& much like them, when they eat 
and drink, and render no Thanks to God for 
either, at Times when they eat and drink, If 
my Demand is anſwered thus, in Defence 
of the beſt read Chriſtians 
in this Age, who do give Thanks when they 


eat and drink at a Feaſt or a common Meal ; 
but when they go out into the Publick, they 


do as other Men do, and drink their Drink 
without any Ceremony or Thankſgiving at 
ſuch Times; and if that be any Neglect of 
Duty, or Part of Unthankfulneſs, yet they 
hope it is no great Default, and will ei- 
ther be pardoned amongſt their Infirmities, 
or elſe be excuſed for their common good. 
Practice and Acknowledgment of Duty, that 
moſt frequently when they both eat and drink 
they give Thanks to God, I anſwer, though 
this be the beſt Apology that can be made for 
their Default, who do not give Thanks to 
God even for their Drink alone, when they 
receive that,. and eat not; yet this will not 
excuſe from a direct Tranſgreſſion of the A- 
poſtolical Command, Fhether ye eat or drink, 
do it to the Glory of Gd. And whether this 
Default ſhall be put upon the Score of their 

_— nfirmities, 
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„ is beſt known to God Ks 2 
eth their Hearts; yet I ſhall ſhew them how 
| they may gueſs or judge in themſelves whether 

it be likely to be put upon The Score of their 
Infirmities, or numbered amongſt their Sins of 


Omiſſion, and negle&t of bounden Duty. 


Now if they know that it never came into 
their Mind to do ſuch Duty, and if their 
Ignorance was ſuch that they never knew they 
were obliged in Duty to give Thanks to God 
as well for their Drink as for their Meat, they 
may hope their former Neglect ſhall be put 
upon the Score of their Infirmities, but let 
them be thankful in time to come; if they 


knew that they were obliged to give Thanks 


= to God for their Drink as well as for their 
& Meat, and did it not, they may be ſure they 
have diſobeyed or contemned that A Apoſtolical 
Command, after the Cuſtom of the World 
and have been unthankful to God for ſuch 
a Gift received. And hear what the wiſe 
Man Solomon faith of ſuch Perſons that con- 
temn but little Things amongſt religious Du- 
ties: He that contemneth ſmall Things ſhall 
fall by little and little, Ecclus. 19, 1. Hear 
alſo what St. James faith, Whoſoever ſhall 
heep the whole Law, and yet offend in one 
Point, he is guilty of all, (Jam. 2. 10.) vis, 
He is guilty of a perfect Breach of the Law, 
having tranſgreſſed one Part, he hath not 
5+ Lan kept 
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* I 
kept the whole, though he had kept ma- 


ny Parts of it, he hath ſinned in the Sight 
of God, and is in Danger of Judgment, and 
except he repent and obtain Pardon of him, 
for his Offence, he muſt be condemned, 
though his Guilt in Degree is not ſo great 
as his that hath tranſgreſſed more of his di- 
vine Precepts. 2dly, If any make Anſwer 
again in Defence for the great Negle& of 
Chriſtians not frequently giving Thanks for 
their Drink as well as for their Meat, and 
ſay, Though it be certain that Chriſtians 
muſt be thankful in Heart and Mind, and 
ſuit their Devotions as anſwerably there- 
unto, That their Light may ſo ſhine before 
Men, thats they may ſee their good Works, 
and glorify their Father which is in Heaven, 
(Mat. 5. 16.) Yea, they ought to advance 
their Thankſgiving to that Degree as to 
give Thanks to God for a Cup of cold 
Water; but the moſt of ſtrong Drink that 
is drunk amongſt the Vulgar in this Age, 
is drunk in Publick- Houſes; and how 
ſhould it be convenient and decent to uſe. 
Part of our Devotions, ſuch as giving ſo- 
lemn Thanks to God for our Drink in Pub- 
lick- Houſes? Shou'd we not rather be ta- 
ken for Hypocrites than thankful Chriſtians? 
In anſwer to this, I ſay, Why may not 
the Duty of Thankſgiving be conveniently 


F and 
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when our Buſineſs of coming there is law- 
ful, and our Converſation ſuch as becometh 
Chriſtians? Are we bound to ſerve God 
in the Church, his own Houſe, only? And 
praiſe him in our own Houſes only? And 
then go upon Occafions to ſerve ourſelves 
alone in the Alehouſe, and forget God? 


ſelves only in any Place, for we ought to 
give ſome Glory to God whenſoever we 
drink, and in any other Actions that we do. 


only that ought to be Godly, but all; re- 
verend and humble in his Houfe, peace- 
able and thankful in our Houſes, innocent, 
decent, and in ſome degree worſhipful in 
the Publick ; let us not be like the Syrian: 
of old, to ſuppoſe that the God of JUjrael 
is God of the Hills only, and not of the 


him faithfully he will dwell in our Hearts, 
and be with us whereſoever we are, to pre- 
ſerve us from Hurt, and lead us thro” this 
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laſt, But let us not tempt him to with- 
draw his gracious Conduct from us, by diſ- 
obeying his divine Law, in this Thing I am 
ſpeaking of, when we go out into the Publick 
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and decently performed in Publick-Houfes, 


No fuch thing ought to be, as to ferve our- 


It is not ſome Part of our Converſation 


Plains alſo (1 Kings 20. 23.) If we ferve 


Wilderneſs to his own holy Mountain at 


and then I am perſwaded he will ſtand by us 
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to defend us from all groſs Iniquities, when 
our lawful Buſineſs lies there, but let us ſeek 

to give him the Glory of our Refreſhment, 
and of all our Actions, as his divine Word 
injoyneth us to do, for without. his Protec- 
tion, Guidance and Conduct, we cannnot 
eſcape from the Prevalency of ſome Error, Sin 
or Iniquity in ourſclves, the leaſt Space of 


Time - imaginable, 


But yet I am not ſpeaking of the worſt of 


Chriſtians, who give but few Thanks to God 
at any Time; and when they come into 
Publick Houſes, I am afraid, they think but 
little of him in true Fear, Many there be 
who wickedly ſwear by him, and diſhonour 


his holy Name, and ſcarcely believe or know 
that they ought to give him Thanks for their 


Refreſhment there, I cannot much handle 


their particular Caſe herein, for I chuſe ra- 
ther to addreſs my Diſcourſe to the better 
Sort, yet admoniſh them . kindly to do, as E 
exhort others to do; and allo I ſappoſe that 
a friendly Admonition, and the good Exam- 


ple of the beſt, may prevail more with them 1 


in this Matter for their Amendment, if any 
thing will, than the moſt cutting Invectives 
will do. 2dly, But let us conſider this Mat- 
ter a little farther; is it not becauſe we. do 
not well deſign, according to his Word, to 
give him the Glory of our Refreſhment in 

F 2 Publick, 


S 
Publick, but neglect our Duty of Thank f- 
giving, that we are ſo — befooled 
with Pervor of Paſſion, haſty and ſinful 
Words, diſorderly Behaviour, or ſome Folly, 
Sin, Vanity, or other, more when we drink, 
than at any Time when we eat, or perchance 
at any other Time? Surely it is letting down 
our Watch, and not minding our Duty to 
God as we ought to do, that maketh us to be 
deluded with ſome Sin, Vanity, or other, the 
Folly of talking too much, and ſaying too 
long, to our gieat Hurt and Neglect of Buſi- 
neſs and Duty, not ſo much the Heat of the 
Liquor we drink, but the Default of Duty to 
God, going out of his holy Ways commanded, 
and laying ourſelves open to Temptation; but 
let us abandon this looſe Cuſtom and Sin of 
: Omifſion, be more watchful to do well, and 
more thankful to God, and we ſhall ſoon per- 
cecive the good Fruits; our ſo doing will grow 
and increaſe ; conſider with how much Con- 
- venience and Decency every Company at firſt 
coming into Publick- Houſes might fit down, 


_ - whilſt the Rooms are clean, and without Noiſe 


or Confuſion, and any fit Perſon aſk a Bleſſing 
of God with what they are ready to receive, 
behave themſelves as wiſe Men and Chriſtians, 
do their lawful Buſineſs, and talk their inno- 
cent Diſcourſe, and when they riſe up and 
depart, return Thanks to God for what they 


have 
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have received, and depart in Peace without ; 
any ſinful Words, Noiſe or Confuſion ; ei- 
ther what ſingle Perſon is ſo illiterate and 
ignorant but might aſk a Bleſſing of God 
when they eat or drink, and return him 
Thanks for what they have received, when 
they have done, fince they are injoined-i in his 
divine Word to do every ſuch Action to his 
Glory? and if any Man judge thera as Hy- 
pocrites or ſuperſtitious Perſons for ſuch Chriſ- 
tian Behaviour in Publick, he may be anſwer- 
ed with more Sage, and good Reaſon, than 
can be drawn under the moſt innocent Pictures, 
Evil to him that Evil thinketh ; I mean, he 
is miſtaken to think the Word of God ſhould 
not be obeyed in Publick, and let him repent 
of evil Thoughts; for if this Command in 
the Text were obeyed, and moſt Men would 
do their Duty in this manner, all ſinful Actions- Wl 
and Words done and ſpoken in Publick ſhould | | 
much decreaſe or vaniſh away, and this earthly 
Region would fomewhat reſemble the Hea- 
vens above, wliither we hope to come in the 


next Life. 4thiy, There 1s yet but one little Cl 


Objection can be made againſt giving Thanks 
to God for our Drink in Publick, and- I ſhall 
anſwer it ; if any reply, we could not always 
behave ie in this preſcribed Manner in 


Publick with Prudence, as when we come 


into moſt irreligious and profane Company, 
n 7 but 


| (62) 
but had beſt forbear, according to that Direc- 
tion of Chriſt Jeſus, Give not that which is 
Holy unto the Dogs, neither caſt ye your Pearls 
before Swine, left they trample them under their 
Feet, and turn again and rent you, (Math. 7, 
6.) I anſwer, This is chiefly to inſtru us, 
that we adminiſter not holy Things to incor- 

rigible, wicked Men, ſuch holy Things are the 
Word and Ordinances, neither give them par- 
ticular Reproof when it is like to do them no 
good, but ſtir up their Rage and Malice againſt 
us to do us much Hurt, But this is not the 
Caſe indeed, for by our giving Thanks to God 
tor Mercies we receive, we can ſcarcely ſtir 
up their Indignation much againſt us, for that 
which is no Reproof to them, but a tacite 
Reproof made by our Actions, as it were re- 
proaching their Unthankfulneſs and Profane- 
neſs; and to us who converſe much amongſt 
-Chriſtians, one would think there were little 
or none of that Danger of being harmed by 
others for our own innocent Practice; never- 
theleſs, if any perceive they be chanced into 
Company ſo rude and irreclaimable wicked, 
that will hate them and vilify them the more 
for doing ſuch a thankful Duty, and make a 
greater Mock of their Piety, it may be Pru- 
dence at ſuch a Time to forbear the Duty in 
Publick in Preſence of ſuch very ill Men, and 

only think their own good Thoughts, and 
OS | ſpeak 
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Occaſion why 1 thought myſelf obliged to 


eat, when he ſhould render ſome Glory to ſl 
God, as St. Paul teacheth and Reaſon argueth.) 


16) ” 
ſpeak to God in their Heart, but neither ſet 
ſuch occaſional Omiſſion o a Duty hinder 


their frequent Practice; and moreover, if this 
Duty of Thankſgiving were rightly promoted 


and pradtiſed in the World (which is every 
goed. Man's Duty to endeavour for, inaſmuch 
as it is neglected and out of Faſhion) the fre- 
quent Practice of it would make it to ſeem ſo 
decent, even to the moſt unthankful and un- 
diſcerning Sort of Men, they would become 
conformable to it, and think no worſe, but 
better of thoſe that practis'd it; this is the 


dwell ſo long upon this Part, becauſe of the 

general Neglect of this Duty, even with the 
beſt of us Chriſtians, who do give Thanks for 
our Meat, but not for our Drink, in this we 
do but half our Duty, and by this our com- 
mon Practice we war againſt the very Words 
of the Text, and give Occaſion to thoſe that 
moſt prefer their Silence, and hug their own WW 
Singularity for the beſt Religion, and can ſay, WW 
all is Spiritual and Pure within, in Things il 
which the Word beſpeaketh to be unthankful or 
prophane without: For initance, if one ſay to 
a Quaker, (in Reproof to his Silence before he 


Why doſt not thou give Thanks to God for | | 


thy Meat? His Anſwer, or rather a witty {| 
Cauil ff 


R 
Cavil to put him off, may be this, Why doſt 


not thou give Thanks to bim for thy Drink as 


well as for thy Meat, ſeeing the one is com- 


- manded as well as the other? As though our® 
Neglect of one Point of Duty ſhould yield 


any Patronage to any, to. filch from another 
Part, but ſuch a Cavil as this deſerveth no An- 


ſwer, its Folly convicts it, for if we offend 


in one Point, it's proved we make ourſelves 
guilty of tranſgreſſing the whole Law; and it 
is ſo far from giving Licenſe to omit a Duty in 
another Part or Thing, that it calleth to us to 
repent for tranſgreſſing the whole Law, by 
offending in that one Point; and we may 
plainly ſee how that by our unthankful Cuſ- 
tom, when we drink, we give advantage to 
ſome to cavil, who decede from the whole 
Duty of Thankſgiving for Meat and Drink, as 
injoined to be done, and allo make ourſelves 
Tranſgreſſors of the Command of the Text. 
When we eat and drink at the ſame time, I 
ſhe wed, it is meet to conclude our Thanks to- 
gether, in the ſame Words then ſpoken; but 
if we drink only, we ought to give Thanks to 
God for it, and that in ſome ſuitable Words of 
Praiſe; for it cannot appear, that ſilent muſing 
Thoughts only, without Words, if they hap- 
pily be amiable and good Thoughts towards 
God, can perfectly fulfil the Duty of that 


Command, to eat and dlink to the Glory of 


God; 
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+ | God; becauſe that to glorify God, in Scrip- 
ture Phraſe, fignifieth an Offering of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to him; fo faith David in Be- 
e half of God, Whoſo offereth Praiſe, glorfieth 
3. ve, (Fl. 50. 23.) Such is the Manner of 
I Speech, and the Senſe to be*underſtood of the 
Words of Praiſe ſpoken by the People in Ad- 
4 wiration of, and Thankſgiving for the Mira- 
dies of healing, which Jeſus Chriſt did when 


i he was on Earth; when either the Perſons 
a | healed, or others gave Thanks and praiſed 
o | God (for thoſe Miracles of Healing performed, 
y and Mercies ſhewed, that ſome had ſeen, and 


© | ©thers received) they are ſaid to glorify God 
7 Mat. 9. 8. Mar. 2. 12, Luke v. 26. vii. 16.) 
And to Inſtance here the ten Lepers whom 


0 Chriſt healed, we may judge they had all a- 
a8 miable and good muſing Thoughts towards 
* Chriſt and God the Father, when they were 


quickly and admirably healed all at once, but 
vine of them were forthwith reproved for the 
Silence of Unthankfulneſs, and he only that 


A turned back (being healed as he went forward 
A to ſhew himſelf to the Prieſt) and lift up his 


of | Voice in Praiſe and Thankſgiving to God, is 
ſaid to glorify God (Luke 17. 15. 16, 17. 18.) 
And I may infer concerning us, that God daily I 
1; | Preſerveth, all our Bodies in Health, which are 
ſo, and healeth them to this Life with his com- 
of | mon Table of the miraculous Products of the 


|; . | | Earth, 


666) : 
Earth, yearly and daily increaſed for our Fond 
and Nouriſhment ; 5 but, I wot, not all, nor 
half the Number of. Chriſtians amongſt us | 2. 
give him any conſiderable Part of thoſe Thanks | tie 
and Praiſes due to him when they eat, drink, 
and receive them. But nom therefore let theſe 
our unthankful Manners be reformed, and 
ſome alſo made new, and let us make God 
the chief Maſter of the Feaſt when we eat, 
and When we drink, and remember who it is 
that giveth us Meat and Drink before we begin 
and ſeek a ſpiritual Bleſſing alſo of him, and | _ 
ſtay no longer at the Drink than to be well te- 
freſhed with it, and be fit to return him ſen- 
ſible and ſober Thanks when we riſe up and 
go from the Table or other Place where we eat 
or drink, I ſhall conclude in the general Part 
and concluding Words of the Text, and but | BA 
- juſt explain them, which extend themſelves to 
too many Particulars to enlarge upon in this 
Piece, viz. Whatſoever we do, we muſt do it to 
the Glory of God, My foregoing Diſcourſe, I 
judge, will be ſome Remembrance what man- 
ner of Thoughts to entertain, and Words to 
ſpeak when we riſe up in the Morning, and 
lie down at Night, and at-other Times, and 
in other Aion, ; but as touching our religious 
Duties we know all thoſe muſt be celebrated 
to the Glory of God, and we mult praiſe him 


in doing them, and worlbip him with ſpiritual 
and 


(£67) 
and corporal Worſhip, give him Glory in Earth 


in Sight of the Wand (t Cor. G. 20; 4 Pes. 
2. 12.) And the better we perform theſe Da- 
greater muſt the "Bleſſing be to our 

own Souls, And even in all our civil Affairs 


ties, the 


we muſt ſeek his Bleſſing to us, and 


praiſe him for all our Comfort and Proſperity. 
therein; our natural Actions muſt be.performt- - 


ed to ſpicitual Purpoſes. And this Injunction, 


the Actions of our n 


# 
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Do all to the Glory of God, is applicable to all 
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But let your Communication, be, Yes, Yea, Po 
Nay: For whatſoever is more than thefts: 


cometh of evil. 


UR bleſſed Saviour in theſe Words al | 
eth us ſpecial Directions how to govern, . - 


our Speech by an unerring Rule of right Con- 
verſation ; which muſt always be cured and 


followed by the Integrity and holy In- 
tentions of the Hearts of Men, Becaufe the, 


Tongue is the Meſſenger of the Heart, and 


made to declare what the Heart has indiQed, 


and purpoſed to publiſh, good or evil. Thence 
the Purity or Uncleanneſs of the Heart is 


2 
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the Mouth ſpeaketh, (Luke vi. 45.) The 
Words of Chriſt in our Text may fitly be con- 


Sorts of Converſation. The firſt, both true and 


verſation that is ſuperfluous and evil, and is 
therefore prohibited by him, and not to be uſ- 
ed by any Man, being all ſinful and unneceſſary, 
idle and perverſe Words, for all of which he 
will call Sinners to a juſt Account at the Day 
of judgment. For whatſoever is more than (a 
true) yea, yea, and nay, nay, cometh of Evil, 
faith the Lord. The Evil is of three Sorts, that 
proceedeth of a ſinful ſyper-abundancy of 
Words. The firſt is more than is true, is cal- 
led Lying. The ſecond Evil is Profane-Swear- 
ing, and taking the holy Name of God in vain : 

The third are thoſe called, idle Words, whether 
jocular, wanton, or needleſs Words and vain 
Diſcourſes, are all Evil, ſome falſe, ſome pro- 
fane, ſome a baſe and impudent playing with 
the moſt Sacred Name of God. When that is 
in any wiſe invoked upon ſlight and frivilous 
Words or Occafions, and muſt all be accounted 
for at his moſt fatal, and to ſuch Sinners, a moſt 
dreadful Tribunal For every idle Word that 

Men ſhall peak, they ſhall give account guy: | 

0 


F commonly. diſcerned by the. Words of he 
Mouth, for out of the — ot the Heart 
ſidered of in two Parts, as they mention two 


godly enjoined by our Saviour to be practiſed * 
the ſecond, oppoſite to this, which is all Con- 
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of in the Day of Judgment, faith the Lord. 
So doth he alſo farther infer, that Men's Words 


ſhall very much avail towards the Salvation of 
thoſe who order their Converſation aright, an 
towards the Condemnation of thoſe who launch 
out into Iniquity by their Words, in that he 
faith, By thy Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, ans 
by thy Words thou ſhalt be condemned, (Matth. 
xii. 36, 37. 

Hav ins propoſed to handle the Text in two 
Parts, in. order, I ſhall begin with the firſt, 
Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay ; to remind you of the 
chief Benefits of this right Converſation, which 


are as many as the Evils of whatſoever Words | 


are more than theſe : Firſt, Truth ought always I 
to be pronounced by theſe Words yea, and nay, - 
Secondly, a Practice df virtuous, godly, and 
ſinleſs Converſation, ought and may be uſed and 
manifeſted thereby. Thirdly, by ſpeaking theſe il 
aforeſaid right Words only, Reſiſtance may be 
made againſt all profane and ſuperfluous Words, 
idle Words and bad Converſation, fance by ſpeak- WW 
ing Truth and uſing a. right Converſation, all 
Chriſtian Virtue may ſo, but cannot otherwise, 1 
be put in Practice, than by the {imple and true 
Yea, and Nay, of Pciſons of an upright Heart, 

whoſe Tongues are made. to ſpeak whatſoever 
their Hearts had treaſured up, and determined 
to expreſs. Though, indeed, we too often 


peak too haſtily an 0 indifcreetly, without good 


Virtue, to be put in Practice by Words, is, 


Truth, and this muſt be determined in the 


Heart, to be expreſſed by our Vea, and Nay: 


The very ſimple earneſt and Truth of Matters 


and Things, whereof we ſpeak, Otherwiſe, 
our Yea, is not Yea; neither is our Nay, 


Nay, except it be the real Truth of that 


Matter we ſpeak; though our Words accord- 
ing to the Grammatical Senſe of Writing and 
Speaking, be not frothy or prophane. In this 
Part, therefore, to illuſtrate Virtue and obey 
Chriſt, we muſt always purpoſe and determine 
within ourſclves that we will ſpeak Truth of 
every Perſon and Thing we have to do with- 
al, and do them right. Then ſhall our Vea, 
be Yea, and our Nay, Nay : When we ſpeak 
Truth of every thing; otherwiſe not ſo. Nei- 
ther otherwiſe can we obey that Precept of 
Chriſt, in the firſt and chief Branch of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Equity. In this part conſider, 
that when we are obliged to give Account of 
| the correſpondent Behaviour of other Perſons, 
or voluntarily do this of . ourſelves, if our 
Words be not all really Truth, our Yea and 
Nay is corrupted, and is not Truth, There- 
fore, let us treaſure up no other but upright 
Intentions and Purpoſes in our Hearts, and 


then we ſhall regulate the Courſe of our Words 


in Truth and Verity, whereby God may be 
glorified 


The firſt ad I greateſt Branch 7 Chriſtian | 
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glorißed and not offended; and our Souls pre- 


ſerved innocent and devoid of Iniquity, in the 
Way to a better Life. To which I may add, 


that the Benefits of a right Converſation are 


very deſirable, for Example of well; doing to 
others in this World. To ſpeak of Vea and 
Nay ſeparately I need not, ſince there is as 
much of Truth and Obedience to God, in a 
true Negative, as in an Affirmative, in our 
true Nay, as in our Yea, when both are tru- 
ly ſpoken. I ſhall mention to you ſome chief 
Benefits of ſpeaking Truth, by Yea and Nay. 
The firſt Benefit intimated, we give Glory to 
God, we obey 
Truth, we manifeſt to Men that we love him 
and fear him, in that we obey his Word, We 


illuſtrate Truth in the Earth by our Practice, 


| Where we now live, We ſhew that we cleave 
to his Service, and follow in Imitation of his 
Truth and Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs and Truth 
are ſome of his Attributes, and he accepteth 
their Works who obey him in Practice of thoſe 
Virtues, To make a right and true Confeſſion 
of Matters and Things concerning ourſelves 
and others, is the Way to render him the 
Glory due to his holy N Therefore ſaid 
Joſhua to Acban, touching his Fault, My Son, 
give, I pray thee, Glory to the Lord God of 
Ißrael, and make Confeſſion unto him, and tell 
me ' what thou haſt done, bide it not from me. 

G 2 Thus 


his Command when we-ſpeak - 8 
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Thus to give Glory to God by peaking T. Truth, © 


times in double Declaration, according to the 
Nature of the Matter we declare, If it be a 
Sin againſt God only, and no Treſpaſs againſt 
Man; then it concerneth us to make Confeſ- 


rfelves to God; though we be ſinful, we 
us, or accept any Confeſſion of our Faults but 


a Sin againſt God, and be a Treſpaſs againſt 
Man alſo, then we ought to make a true 


Treſpaſs againſt Man, whom we have wrong- 
ed or flandered, indeed the Sin of Achan, I 
Inſtance to you was, (Joſb. 7. 19.) a Sin di- 
rectly againſt. God, in that he coveted curſed 
Wealth, "which God had commanded all Hael 
not to take for their Profit or Pleaſure, but to 


and Treſpaſs to all that Congregation, in as 
much as many ſuffered from the Enemy for 
his Sin, and God would not be with them, 
to give them Victory in Battle, till his Sin was 


it bchoveth all Chriſtian Congregations to this 
Day, to root out all nefarious Wickedneſs from 
| am ongſt them ; and to detect wicked Perſons 
and bring chem to Confeſſion of their Faults, 
and 


muſt be ſometimes done in a ſingle, and ſome⸗ 


2 


57 to him alone, repent and ſpeak Truth of 
” muſt not imagine that he will be mocked with 1 


Truth, in order to be pardoned. But if it be 


Confeſſion of the Sin againſt God, and of the 


burn and deſtroy, Vet was a Scandal, Harm 


ſound out and he puniſhed, And, doubt not, 
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and to rebuke one for their Offences, And 
when there is any Matter depending relating 
to the Glory of God, and the Benefit of Men, 

then every Perſon concerned ought to declare 


N 


the Truth, to give him the Glory of his own. 
proper Attribute; then do they do good to 
juſt Men by making right and juſt Deciſions 


of every Matter, controverted between Man 


and Man; I fay, this ever ought to be done, 
but ſome Men truckle baſely from this religi- 
ous Practice, 
The ſecond Benefit I ſhall mention to you; 
ariſing by ſpeaking Truth, it will juſtify the 
Speaker of Truth, and help tojſave him; for 
thus much the Lord promiſeth, ſaying, By thy 
Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, (Mat. 12.37.) | 
And likewiſe the Pſalmiſt David, well de- 


ſcribeth'a true Citizen of Sion; to be ſuch a 
| Perſon as ſpeaketh the Truth from his Heart. 


He that hath uſed no Deceit in his Tongue, nor 
done Evil to his Neighbour, and hath not flan- | 
dered his Neighbour, (P/al. xv. 23.) Such a 
Perſon as that, hath a right Claim to the Pro- 
miles of God to be ſaved, Bleſſed are the pure 
in Heart, (faith the Lord) for they ſhall ſee 
God, (Matth, v. 8.) which Sight in Heaven 
will be accompanied with incffable Happineſs, 
To procure which, the right governing of the 
Tongue in all Converſation, is a ſpecial Endea= I 
vour, Wherefore the Royal Pſalmiſt directly | 

| G 3 pltomiſeth 


"EF | 
promiſeth Salvation to ſuch a Perſon in behalf 
of God. To him that ordereth bis Converſation K 
1 gbt, will T ſhew the Salvation of God, (Plal. J tl 
23.) - 
Tas third Benefit, I ſhall! mention herein to P 
be procured by ſpeakingYea, Vea, andNay,Nay, I. 


in a true and right Converſation, doth reſpect ( 
the Advantage of Men in general. But to il- g 
luſtrate this Part at large in all Circumſtances, | n 
would require too much Enlargement to make | fc 
in one ſingle Diſcourſe now, therefore I ſhall t) 


include much Matter in few Words. But, firſt, Ire 
it giveth good Example to all Men that hear b 


it, to do likewiſe ; for whoſoever will take No- C 
tice, may diſcern much excellent Benefit to | tc 
ſpring from right Converſation, Whereas per- te 
verſe, fallacious, and deceitful Words are hurt- tr 
ful in all Degrees and Circumſtances ; and as to d 


ſpeak Truth "giveth worthy Example to others, g 
o it ſetteth all Men to rights in their under- ir 
ſtanding of the Speaker. Then for a ſecond al 
Benefit thereof, Men may ſafely give Credit to n 
Perſons of Integrity, as if themſelves were Eye te 
Witneſſes of Matters and Things, to them who d 
ſpeak their Yea, and Nay in Truth, when they 
are once well known to thoſe concerned to re- 0 
ceive their Witneſs, And then there is yet a b 
third Benefit ariſing from ſpeaking true Words, t 
and a right Converſation, which reſpects the t! 
godly Man himſelf, and that for the good of if N 
Li E, 
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Lis that to them with whom he is well 
known, his Word ſhall obtain more Credit, 
than the Words and Oaths of ſeven others whe 


| appear not well to fear God. Therefore in this 


Part the known Speaker of Truth hath not on- 
ly God with him to juſtify him by his Words, 


| (Matth, xii, 437.) but alſo to advance him to 


good Reputation with Men, which is an ordi- 
nary good Help to obtain Wealth, bodily Com- 
fort, and Conſolation for his Piety and Integri- 
ty. The fourth Benefit to Men, which alſo 
rendereth the Glory due to God for his Attri- 
bute of Truth, is their ſolemn Teſtimony in 
Courts of Judicature, when Occaſion requireth, 
to give in their Evidence, juſt Deciſions of Mat- 
ters of Controverſie amongſt Men. It is the 
true Witneſs of faithful Men only, that deci- 
dethMatters rightly determined by theLaw, and 
giveth the judge of Courts a right Underſtand- 
ing of all Matters brought before them, who 
are moſt generally obliged by the Law to pro- 
nounce Sentences, and make Deciſions of Mat- 
ters and Cauſes, according to the Witneſſes pro- 
duced by the Parties at Variance, | 

Fourthly, I may add, that the true Witneſs 
of Yea, andNay, betweenNeighbour and Neigh- 
bour, and concerning the Character and Repu- 
tation of all Perſons in the World, (which is 
the greateſt Subſtance of bearing Witneſs of 


Men in general) is all the true Knowledge we 


have 


(76) 


ſelves; and is of great Uſe and Benefit in the 
World. Without this, we ſhould never be able 

to diſcern any Man's juſt Character, we know 
not ourſelves. Not by the Witneſs of partial 


err in Words and in Oaths too, for F riendſhip 


Men Right in the Witneſs they bear of them; 
that will neither be biafſed by Frowns, or Flat- 
teries, Friendſhip, or Favour, Love or Hatred, 
or Bribe of Gain, to corrupt their true Yea and 
Nay, or bear untrue Witneſs of any Perſon, 
within or without Courts of Judicature. Thoſe 
are the Perſons under God, that often deliver 
the wronged and oppreſſed out of Adverſity, 
and force unjuſt Perſons to do Right, or ſuffer 
the Rewards of their Error. Laſtly, in this 
Part, conſider, rhat if all Chriſtians in Name, 
would be ſuch indeed, and avoid all profane and 
idle Words whatſoever, 
in their Converſation, than a true Exprefſion 
of Matters by yea and nay, out of Courts of Ju- 
dicature, and in Courts of Judicature, when 
they are obliged to ſolemnize their Witneſs in 
the Way the Law requireth an Oath in Since- 
rity and Truth, this World, would much reſem- 
ble the heavenly Country, we hope to ſee in 
the Lite to come, where Truth and Holineſs, 
Glory 


have or can procure of thoſe we know not our- 


and finful Men could we know this, who will 


or Favour of their own Partizans, or for Bcibe 
or Gain; but by them only, who will do all 


and uſe nothing more 


* 
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Glory and Peace, is all in Vogue. Therefore, 
let your Communication be Vea, Yea, and Nay 
Nay ; fince that Converſation only, rendereth 
the Glory due to God, and is ſo good a Means 
to promote the Comfort and Salvation of Men, 

THe ſecond Part oppoſite to this I have diſ- 
cuſſed, is the Evil intimated in our Text; im- 
plyeth all Manner of bad Converſation, and is 
prohibited of Chriſt, and ought not to be uſed 
in Speech, ſince he commandeth us to ſpeak. . 
by the aforeſaid Appellations only, and to avoid 
all the reſt, becauſe it cometh of Evil ; of this I 
ſhall diſcourſe briefly in four Parts: Firſt of 
Lying, Second, of profane Swearing ; Third, of 
Idle Words, Fourth, concerning that ſinful 
faſhioned Imprecation called Damning. Firſt, 
to conſider the Nature of Lying, it is the great 
Evil oppoſed to Truth and contrary to it, This 
Vice ariſeth from a corrupt and depraved Heart, 
and in this it preſumptuouſly and impudently 
place:h a Lie inſtead of Truth; makes a Nega- 
tive for an Affirmative, and an Affirmative for 
a Negative, putteth Yea for Nay, and Nay for 
Yea. This is called Lying, and is a Sin of a 
capital Size, which ] fear is in great Vogue in 
this Age, Yet Cud hath declared in his holy 
Word, that he will Reward all Liars with eter- 
nal Death. This ſaid, is the flat Lie from 
which all the reſt are derived, and take their 
Beginning, and are all invented of Satan's Inſti- 

gation, 


by Nature are no Gods, 


„ „ 

gation, in wicked Men, who diſhonour God, 
belie and defame Truth, and religious Men al- 
ſo, and do ineffable Miſchiefs by ſeducing Sin— 
ners to their own Deſtruction. It is the Craft 
by which he ſeduced our firſt Parents Adam and 
Eve. Wherefore our Saviour ſaith, He was a 
Murtherer from the Beginning, and that he is a 
Liar and the Father of it, (John viii, 44.) 
Such a ſpiritual Father have all Liars and Sedu- 
cers of Men, whereby they beguile others with 
Lies and Flatteries and falſe Reports, and at laſt 
are allo deceived themſelves, This Sort of Ly- 
ing and deceiving mentioned, is a greatWork of 
Satan in deluded Men, and maketh them Ido» 
laters and Worſhippers of many things which 
| A ſecond Sort of Ly- 
ing is uſed amongſt Men in the World, in ſe- 
cular Buſineſs and giveth baſe Example to o- 
thers, and is accompanied with all Sort of Evil 
oppoſite to what was ſaid of the Benefit of ſpea- 
king Truth, by Yea and Nay ; it cauſeth ſuch 
a general Corruption in the Converſation of 
Mankind, that they cannot ſafely give Credit 
to one anothers Words, nor make them their 
boſom Friends; for Diffidence created by that 
horrible Sin of Lying, and Deceiving, Oh! the 
ineffable Miſchiefs of Sin! Third, in Caſe of 


falſe Witneſs and falſe Swearing, it may cauſe 


the Eſtates and Lives of innocent Perſons to be 
taken away, and give undue Credit and Repu- 
tation 


tation to fraudulent and vile Perſons, and con- 
tinue Life and Impunity even to Man- ſlayers, 
who ought not to live or go unpuiſhed : There- 
fore we need not marvel, when all theſe Miſ- 
chiefs are conſidered, that Liars are dedicated 
to the Lake which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, which is the ſecond Death. (Rev. 21. 8.) 
Nor that Ananias and Saphira were ſtruck down 
dead when they lied to the Holy Ghoſt in St. 
Peter, (Acts v. 4. at a Time when the Goſ- 
pel was appointed to be propagated by Miracles, 
and to make them a laſting Monument to all 
after Ages, to be Caution to all that read and 
hear the ſacred Record of Scripture, to beware 


of that damnable Sin of lying before it be med- 


dled with, and yet, if meddled with by ſome 
who do not rightly fear God, yet, if they will 
regard any Inſtruction when they think of Re- 
pentance, they may dread the Rewards of Ly- 
ing; which is the eternal Fire of Hell. 
Some have argued for the Uſe of an offici- 
ous Lie, to prevent a greater Evil, but I know 
not how greater Evil can be than lying, fince 
its rewards are Hell Fire. Nothing can hin- 
der that Conſequence, except true Repentance, 
and the great Mercy of God pardoning thoſe 
that have lied. At 1 firſt, therefore, as in 
relation to other Sins, ſo to this, Men ſho 


vil that geed may come. (Rom. 3. 8.) And if 
it 


uld be - || 
fully perſuaded, that it is not the Way to do e- 


8 8 O 
it could be proved - that to make an officious 


lie might ſafely be done to prevent any ordi- 


nary temporal Suffering, it might be inferr'd 
from thence, that a Man might ſafely make 
an officious Lie to ſave his Money, or his E- 
ſtate, becauſe Poverty is a temporal Affliction; 
but be aſſured no ſuch Thing is lawful, to ſay 
acceptable in the fight of God; for were it 
other wiſe, Men would yet further preſume to 
Lie to get Wealth, to prevent Poverty: And 
by ſuch Pretences, the moſt pure Law of God 
ſhould itſelf be bowed and diſtorted, to coun» 
tenance and abett Covetouſneſs; a Capital Sin, 

But if Poverty be a temporal Suftering to the 
Body, Men ought to bear that with Content- 
ment, till they can have it remedied by honeſt 
Induſtry, lawful Means, free Gifts, or ſome 
other Way ; by the good Providenct of God, 
by ſpeaking of Truth in all Things, and ſerv- 
ing him. To give you another Inſtance, if 
one ſhould meet a Man beſide himſelf, with 
Sword in Hand, following ſome Pet ſon to ſlay 
him, if he ſaid the firſt turned another Way 
to prevent Blood-ſhed ; yet if any other Way 
could be taken to ſave the Life of the Perſon 
in Danger, beſure that officious Lie ought not 
to be made: But if it were made by a ready 
thought to ſave a Perſon's Life, yet, it ought 
to be accounted an Error, and to be repented 
of afterwards, and Pardon humbly begged'of 
Gcd 


8 a 

God for preſuming to Lie on any Occaſion? 

24,” But if any Perſons make officious Lies to 
ſave themſelves or others, from Anger, deſer- 
vedly kindled againſt them for Faults com- 
mitted; then they may be moſt certain they 
are great Sinners and Liars for doing ſo, and 
add they a ſecond Sin to what they had done 
amiſs before. And it muſt be a very great e- 
vil Men make an officious Lie to prevent, if 
the evil of the Lie be not greater than the e- 
vil they deſign to prevent by making of it; 
And be aſſured, there is no officious Lie can 
be made but what ought to be repented of af- 
terwards, Men ought not to Lie, even for the 
Glory of God, for that may be endeavoured 
for better, without Lying, and then for what 
ought they to lie? Touching what ſome may 
imagine, that an officious Lie may be ſome- 
what accountable to be made upon Fear or 
Peril, inaſmuch as ſome that were no bad Per- 
ſons mentioned in Scripture have done ſo. Such 


were Abraham and Sarah, intimating at ſeve- 


ral Times, that ſhe was his Wife, was his Siſter, 


(Gen. 12. v. 13. 18. 19.) that they did witti- 


ly for feat of Abraham loſing his Life for her. 
And yet ſaid be, when he was reproved by 
Abimelech, Sbe is the Daughter of my Father, 
but not the Daughter of my Mother, and ſbe 
berame'my Mife. (Gen: 20. 12.) But inaſmuch 


as Abrabam' and Sarah were reproved for that 


j H Error, 
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did ſo; there is not ſo much as a Shadow of 


. that giving any Patronage to any others to 


practiſe the like Things. Jacob lying to Iſaac 
his Father, by infligation of his Mother, to 
obtain his Blefling before Eſau his Brother, 
(Gen. 27. 24.) Rachael ſitting upon Images, 
and ſaying the Cuſtom of Women was upon 
her to prevent her riſing up before Laban her 
Father, and to prevent his Anger and her own 
Conviction for taking of them by Stealth. (Ger. 
31. 35.) If there be mention in Scripture of 
any more fuch Events, they were but the Er- 
rors of theſe Perſons, and permitted by the 
Providence of God to be done for a Time, 
And though there be nothing faid there of 
their Sin or Puniſhment, yet they might for 
alt we know, repent of thoſe Errors after done, 
and do fo no more; that ſacred Hiſtory of 
them giveth no Liberty to others to Sin, by 
making officious Lies. 24. Touching the jo- 
cular and Adulatory Lies made to incite Mirth, 
and not really to deceive others in Underftand- 
ing them, I ſhall: not enlarge herein, they 
may all be concluded under the Notion of idle 
Words, which have ſome more, ſome lefs Sin 
in them, and muſt all be accounted for to 
'God at. the laſt Day, Truth is too facred a 
Thing to be jeſted with, in fi 
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| riohed in fuch Manner of Diſcourſe, it is 1 
from all fooliſh talking and jeſting, and ra- 


They cannot forſooth be bold Men and jolly 
Compan 


"0 


full of Sin. We are well directed to refrain 


ther to chuſe giving of Thanks. (Eph v. 4.) 
zd. Another ſuper-abundancy of ſinful 
Words, is Prophane Swearing, prohibited of 
Chriſt in our Text, which ſome underſtand 
to be the only Vice forbid therein; yet all I 
have mentioned is by him prohibited to Men 
to uſe: But prophane Swearing notoriouſly 
committed, by ſinful and careleſs Men, ari- 
feth for lack of the -fear of God in their 
Hearts, and is heighten'd by their Pride, which 
yet maketh it the more hateful and finful. 


y, and clench their earneſt of Vanity, 
needleſs and idle Words, -and ſome others, but 
they muſt preſume to invoke the molt ſacred 
Name of God, raſhly and wantonly, as though 
he were one that might ſafely be jeſted and 
played with, like themſelves, Yea, they raſh- 
ly ſwear by Chriſt, his Wounds, and by moſt 
or all they can think of that is holy, dear, 
and precious to procure their Salvation, do they 
play with, out of Pride of Heart for an Or- 
nament to their ſinful and idle Words, and 
wicked Ramblement. Oh! the ſottiſn Pride, 
Hardneſs of Heart, and Impudence of all 
ſuch Sinners! What can they expect leſs than 
Hell Fire for their Converſation? For were all 
H 2 their 
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their Words true and needful, they _ to 
uſe no other Aſſeveration to earneſt the ſame, 
but Yea, Yea, Nay, Nay ; all the reſt cometh 
of Evil. Oh let ſuch Men now lament, to 
think how they want the fear and love of 
God, and directly do they run on in Sin, and 
endeavour for their own Condemnation ; for 
did they either fear or love God, they would 
never in any wiſe invoke his moſt holy Name 
on any ſuch ſinful or ſlight Occaſions, For 
though their Reward for prophane Swearing 1s 
not ſo directly ſpecified in holy Scripture, as 

theirs is who are Liars, yet they may be cer- 
tain, that the wages of Sin is Death ; and 
prophane Swearing 1s a heightened Sin, There- 
fore St. James infers againſt it, ſaying, But 
. above all things my Brethren, ſivear not, Net 5 
ther by Heaven, neither by the Earth, neither hi 
by any _— Oath, but let yaur Yea be Yea, and = 


your Nay, Nay, left ye fall into Condemnation. 
(Jam. 5. 12.) 4 
4th, ult. There is yet that heightenedWick- for 
edneſs called Damning to be conſidered. It's De 
evil in Nature and Language, is of the worſt 
of Imprecation or curſing, and perchance thoſe 
who uſe it, do it to thoſe whom they ought 

to bleſs : This is certain, inaſmuch as we are God 
enjoyned to bleſs and curſe not. (Rom. 12.14.) 
That Sin muſt needs be heinous to return the 


worſt of SING inſtead of Bleſſing to Men; 
| | for Hell 
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n 
for there is none fo ill, or can offend us, or 
wrong us ſo much, but we ought to deſire he 

may repent and be ſaved. And whatſoever 
amends we may juſtly require of a Man for 
the Wrong or Injury he hath done to us, yet 
we ought to pray that he may be ſaved: But 
thoſe who have their Hearts ſo full of Hatred 
and Curſing, as to bid a Perſon be damned for 
the Wrong he hath done them, perchance 
will bid the ſame in their impudent Pride 
and ſinful Madneſs, to others, who have done 
them no Wrong or Injury at all. And inaſ- 


much as damning appeareth to be a heinous | 


Sin, ſo it taketh its beginning from three of the 
worlt of Cauſes, all forbidden to Man; and 
none of which ought he to entertain within 
himſelf, Theſe are, firſt, Hatred in his 
Heart. Secondly, Pride, Thirdly, Revenge. 
Firſt, Hatred in his Heart, which maketh the 
Tongue a ſlave to expreſs it, to bid any Per- 
ſon be damned, or imprecate him to eternal 
Deſtruction or Sorrow. Oh! Nefarious Wick. 
edneſs! Secondly, with Luciferian Pride, or 
exceeding that, to preſume to intercept the 
moſt High Office and Prerogative of Almighty 
God, to damn his Creatures, and force them- 
ſelves to judge for him! And many of thoſe, 
whom I muſt be fo charitable to think, he 
will never damn or condemn to the Fire of 
Hell, whither our wicked intercepting Judges 

H 3 feem 


( 86 5 Oe. 
ſeem to deſire to dedicate Men. Oh! horri- 
ble Wickedneſs! But what can theſe expect 
leſs than Damnation to themſelves, who 
proudly preſume to damn the Creatures of 
God We him? Yet poor Wretches, know 
nothing how God will judge thoſe they curſe 
or damn, Thirdly, Diabolical Revenge ; if 

they defire what they ſpeak, to bid any Per- 
ſon be damned for ſome ſmall Affront, or for 
none given unto them, Oh! all ye impudent 
Sinners, who have uſed to curſe and damn 
others, conſider the weight and heinouſneſs of 
your Sin! Repent and amend your Ways, and 
humbly ſeek for Mercy and Pardon at God's 
Throne of Grace, before he vifit your Iniqui— 

0 ty upon you, and take you out of this World 

5 to eternal Puniſhment ; for juſtly may he con- 

} demn you, who have made it your 4. 


Practice to damn others, whom you had no 
right to judge or cenſure, but command t 
have prayed ſor them, and to have heartily de- 
fired their Salvation. To extenuate the Im- 
quity of many of theſe mentioned, it may be 
offered, that they are ſo accuſtomed to thi 
Sort of wicked ramble, that they know no 
well, or remember what they ſay, but dam 
even their own Blood, are Drunkards an 

mad, and do not think ſo much harm to th 
Perſons they bid to be damned, as they e 
preſs. I anſwer, if they are Drunkards, 


| N | 
Sin doth make Way for another, but can never 
excuſe for another, If they are befides theme 
ſelves (not having brought that on themſelves 
by Drunkenneſs and Sin) that may much ex 
tenuate their Sin for that Time. Not fo if 
they willingly brought that Madneſs on them- 
ſelves, to ramble over thoſe wicked Words for 
Pride and Cuſtom, and baſe Ornament of 
Speech. And yet I conclude, that if they haye 
no Malice or Revenge, their Sin is leſs tha 
thoſe that carſe and damn, and have Malice 
and Revenge in their Hearts. Yet ſhall 1 
ſhew you, that they have three Cauſes of Sm 
in their Hearts, enough to condernn them for 
ever; theſe are Pride aforeſaid, Diſabedience, | 
and baſe Profanation of the Name of God, | 
In theſe is weight of Sin enough to condemn 
them for ever, who make it their Practice to 
damn others in the Sight of God, and in the 
Face of the World: A baſe Example is this, | 
Oh! Sinners repent, repent af this Iniquity ! 
and humbly beg of God daily, to have Mercy © 
upon you, and to pardon your Sins ; and from | 
this Day henceforth, learn to bleſs Men, and 
pray for them, whom you Have uſed to curſe 
and damn, And to make your Repentance 
acceptable in the Sight of God, do all that li- 


eth in you to reprove and reform all Sinners, 


that you can poſſibly do any thing to reform, 
or cauſc to abandon all that curſing, ſwearing, 
R r 


damning, and baſe Profanation of the Holy 
Name of God, and all other Sin this degene- 
rate Age 1s guilty of; and of ſuch Sins as“ 
yourſelves have committed, Laſtly, remem- | - 
ber that ye muſt forſake and diſuſe all idle | - 
Words in general, for they are full of Vanity, | 
tainted with Sin, and help to promote and 
"cheriſh the Works of the Devil; all which 
-you promiſed in your Baptiſm to renounce. 
-For the Lord Jeſus avoucheth ſaying, every 
idle Word that Men ſhall ſpeak they ſhall give 
account thereof in the Day of Judgment. For 
by thy Wards thou ſhalt be juſtiſied, and by thy 
Words thou ſhalt be condemned, (Mat. xii, 


36. 37.) 
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Moſt Bleſſed and ponntiſul ; you” God, 
Creator of all Things, Preſerver of all 


Mankind, Giver. of all 5 Gifts. Bleſs and 


ſanctify to our Health and Nouriſhment theſe 
thy Creatures prepared for us, and Grant that 
in the Strength thereof, we may ſet forth thy 
Praiſe and Glory, through Jeſus Christ our 
Land. Amen. . # 


7 
GRACE after Mar. ln 
Eternal Lord God, we offer 10 13 


our unfeigned Thanks and Praiſes, who 
haſt duly fed our Bodies with thy good Crea- 


{tures j/ we, humbly” beſeech thee 6 Lord, ſo 
plentifully to feed our Souls with thy Grace 
and Heavenly Benediction, that we may do 


all ſuch good Works, as. ſhall pleaſe any and 


may appear in thy Sight, and not be aſhamed 
when thou ſhalt render to every one accord- 
ing to his Works, Amen, 


A Rr of Grace before Meat and Drink. 


Almighty Lord God, who haſt created 
all Things for thy Glory, and haſt gi- 
ven thy good Creatures for the Uſe and Bene- 
fit of Mankind; inſtru and enable us we 


humbly 


humbly beſeech thee, moderately and ſoberly 
| to receive and enjoy theſe thy good Creatures 
ſet before us, that after Reception of the ſame, 
we may obediently ſerve and pleaſe thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Grace after Meat and Drink. 


FNAlmighty Lord God, we give thee hear- 
3 ty Thanks for all thy good Creatures 
[| we have received, and deſire evermore to praiſe 
and glorify thy holy Name, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Before a ſhort Refreſhment with Drink. f 


' FNAlmighty Father, Creator of all good 
1. Things, make us truly thankful for all 
thy Gifts beſtowed upon us, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 2 


Ager a ſhort Refreſoment with Drink. 
HE Lord's moſt Holy Name be praiſed 


1 for all his Gifts beſtowed upon us. 
Amen, | - 


_—— — - — — 


1 

Wn; 

oo | 
»Y 

. 

: 

* 

; : 

. 1 
's 
* Po 
| 
” 
©: 
+; 
* 
8 
5 * 
þ 
x7 
f 
: 
: 
* 


— — PP”, EE ED. CT 2 ö un 


F 1/N T-8. 


